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Transgender student 
wants right to a locker 
in mens locker room 


By JONI QUINN 
Editor-in-Chief 


A Northern Essex student has 
begun the fight to add new policies to 
the college regarding transgender 
people. Ethan Santiago - legally 
known as Elizabeth Santiago - filed 
an official grievance through Human 
Resourees against the college on Oct. 
3 alleging gender identity discrimina- 
tion on the basis that NECC policies 
don’t recognize students that are dif- 
ferently gendered. 

Santiago, 20, who prefers the 
male pronoun, is trying to push 
school policy to protect transgender 
students with as little conflict as pos- 
sible but said he is willing to pursue 
legal channels. 

“I'm trying to get it added to the 
tules of the school that transgender 


Christmas Carol begins 


Jim Murphy to play 
Scrooge for seventh 
consecutive year 


By SARA CopaIR 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


For the past eight years the 
NECC Art department has been put- 
ting on “A Christmas Carol,” and will 
continue to do so this weekend. 

The show opens Friday night at 7 
p-m. and will continue with a matinee 
Saturday afternoon at 3 p.m. and an 
evening show at 7 p.m. There will be 
another matinee at 3 p.m. on Sunday. 

Unlike the other shows held in 
the Top Notch Theater, “A Christmas 

Carol” is not presented by Top Notch 

Players. It is open not only to stu- 

_ dents, but also to faculty, alumni, 
staff and children from the 
_ community. 

“A Christmas Carol” is a classic 
_ story originally written by Charles 
Dickens. It is about a greedy man 
named Ebenezer Scrooge who is 
_ visited by three ghosts on Christmas 
_ Eve, the Ghost of Christmas Past, the 
D e st of Christmas Present and the 
Ghost of Christmas Future. Each 

ost takes Scrooge on a journey 
gh time that will forever change 


who he is. 

“We started it as a fundraiser for the 
theater we were hoping would be part of 
the Technology Center,” said Professor 
Susan Sanders, the show’s designer. 

According to Sanders, they never 
got a theater in the Technology 
Center, but they still do the play as a 
fundraiser for the Art department. In 
the past, they have helped the Music 
department buy equipment, Visual 
Arts buy supplies and helped Top 


. Notch with funds as well. 


Over the past eight years, “A 
Christmas Carol” has become a 
tradition for many. 

“We have a number of families 
who have told us that 'A Christmas 
Carol' is the beginning of their 
Christmas celebrations,” _ said 
Sanders. “For Jim and me, it's 
become a high point of the Christmas 
season.” 

Allowing alumni and faculty to 
be in the show means that every year 
there are many returning cast 
members. 

Eric Salvi, alumni, is playing 
Fred this year and has been doing the 
show for seven years. 

“Tt’s tradition and it’s fun,” Salvi 
said. “It would feel weird if I didn't 
do it.” 

Hannah Heckman-Mckenna, a 
student, is playing Fred's housekeep- 
er. She is a newbie compared to Salvi 
because this is only her second time 


Hannah Heckman-McKenna 


plays Fred’s housekeeper 
doing “A Christmas Carol.” 

“T want to act and this is a fun 
experience. It’s jovial,” said 
Heckman-McKenna. 

She played the same part last 
year, and likes playing the same part 
two years in a row because it means 
she doesn't have new lines to memo- 
rize. 

NECC staff members don’t miss 

See Christmas page 10 


Student Gents to ada 
new school policy 


people are protected even if they 
aren't protected under the rules of the 
state. Something has got to change,” 
Santiago said. 

Santiago's fight to make changes 
at NECC began when he tried to 
obtain a locker in the men's locker 
room, which he has been using since 
the beginning of the semester. After 
making his request, Santiago was 
sent to Nita Lamborghini, assistant 
dean of college life and healthy liv- 
ing, by Maria Hom, administrative 
assistant of the athletic department. 
During his meeting with 
Lamborghini, Santiago said he was 
told she would have to consult the 
college's legal counsel regarding the 
matter. 

According to Santiago, the legal 
counsel advised Lamborghini not to 
give him a locker because it could 
cause legal issues for the college if 
people found out that he was trans- 
gender and didn't want him there. 

NECC President David Hartleb 
said, “I'm not familiar with the case 
but I would have to agree with the 
advice given by the legal team.” 

According to Santiago, 


9 Arts 


“Student dance performance 
leaves lasting impression 


ee a 


I believe that them 


trying to deny me 
an official space is 
just discrimination 


- Ethan Santiago 


Lamborghini said that it may not be 
safe for him and she felt that she_ 
couldn't allow it because she was 
responsible if something were to hap- 
pen to him. 

Attempts to reach Lamborghini 
for comment were unsuccessful. 

“She's not responsible for what 
happens to me because everything I'm 
doing is legal and I know the risks. 
The same risks I have walking into a 
men's locker room are the same risks I 
have using the men's restroom every 
day here at the school and walking 


See Transgender page 6 


Top five tips for a safe 
and happy winter 


Learn how to keep 
your home, car and 
neighbors safe 

By ANDREW WAHL 


Environmental Editor 


The old New England saying, “if 
you don't like the weather, than just 
wait five minutes” applies to all sea- 
sons, but especially Winter. Winter in 
New England can be an off and on 
thing. There is usually more hype of 
snow than snow itself, and other 
times it just shows up unexpectedly. 
And it is a given that freezing temper- 
atures will turn our quaint Northeast 
into a veritable arctic tundra. But 
when the snow does fall, or word of a 
storm hits, people begin getting ready 
for the worst, like this Dec 3 snow 
storm. 

While most of New England saw 
snow - up to two feet in the moun- 
tains and only three to six inches 
south of Maine, New Hampshire, and 
Vermont - the hype of this storm was 
bigger than the storm itself, for south- 
em New England anyway, as the 
snow turned to rain. But when a 
storm does live up to its meteorolog- 
ically predicted furry, and not just 


flurry, how should you prepare your- 
self and family? While a simple 
Google search will give you the 
answers, here are the 5 key tips to 
surviving our renowned wacky win- 
ters of big snow and freezing temper- 
atures, when they actually come. 

1) Prepare your home. 
Stock up on food, keep a full tank of 
heating fuel (if your furnace runs on 
oil or propane), and other winter 
equipment such as shavels, roof 
scrapers, sidewalk salt, sand, flash- 
lights and extra batteries, first-aid 
supplies, and extra medications and 
baby supplies are all a must. It is 
important that you make a check of 
your house before the storm, and 
even the winter season. Also, check 
that you have properly working fire 
extinguishers, smoke detectors, and 


_carbon monoxide detectors, espe- 


cially if you are using alternative 
heating sources such as wood stoves 
or fireplaces. Get to the hardware 
stores early, like Home Depot or 
Lowes, to get your shovels or new 
snow blowers, sand and salt. Call 
ahead of time to have your home 
fuel tanks filled up or just topped off 
so you have a full fuel supply, as 
suppliers may not be able to make it 
to you any time soon after a storm. 


See Winter page 12 
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Equal rights means 
equal rights for all 


We live in a changing world. 
Every day this change comes faster 
and harder, and as people, we are 
challenged with the task of facing 
social situations like never before. 
This campus, as well as many oth- 
ers across the globe, is on the cut- 
ting edge of social diversity. We 
should embrace this with open 
arms, as we should embrace the 
people who bring these things to 
us. Most importantly, on a college 


religion are all protected forms of 
expression, and now the time has 
come to add a new kind of expres- 
sion to that list, Gender Identity. 
People should be able to live 
free of fear, and feel secure in the 
fact that no matter what their dif- 
ferences may be, they have the 
same rights as anyone to live their 
life the way they please. Instead of 
lashing out we should ask ques- 
tions of others and ourselves so 
that we can make our community 
stronger. People of all different 


NEWS: CALLER THREATENS OIL CEO FOR RAISING PRICES 
5 - = - 


| 
THE GOOD NEWS (5 WHEN 
THAT CALLER REALIZES 
HE'LL HAVE TO USE SOME GAS 
TO GET HERE, HE'LL PROBABLY 
END UP NOT COMING! 


backgrounds, regardless of sexual 
orientation or identity should feel 
welcomed everywhere. 


campus, people have the right to 
feel like they belong. A person’s 
gender, sexual orientation, and 


Correction 


Due to an editing error, the previous issue of the NECC Observer 
(11/21/07), misidentified several people in Roaming Reporter, including: 
Rachel Green, Eric Lynch, and Jake Mulcahy. The Observer regrets the 
error. 
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Ad/Copy Deadline 
Nov. 2 

Dec. 12 


Anthony Cataldi, Business 

“Yes, because I like watching Jay 
Leno. It has affected all the late night 
shows.” 


Publication Date 
Dec. 5 


Dec. 19 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 

We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
*Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


Ashley Ambrefe, Business 

“I have noticed a lot of reruns and 
“Best-of” highlights on TV. It is 
getting old.” 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 
and the New England Press Association. 


Has the Writers Guild of America 
strike affected how you watch TV? 


Misha Kossodo, Biology 

“No, I only watch “House” and 
“Niptuck.” But I fully support the 
Writers Guild of America, the writers 
are getting cheated out of money.” 


Jenn Vlack, Psychology 
“No. I don’t have time for TV” 


Photos/Interviews by Daniel Potocki 


Alicia Stiles, Psychology Brad Bitler, Physical Education 
“It hasn’t affected me yet. I was more “No. I don’t even watch TV.” 
worried about the Broadway 


Stagehand’s strike. My sister is a 
Broadway actress and that strike got 
no coverage.” 


Proud to be liberal 


The name liberal has 
wrongly become an 


insult 


By MARK PALERMO 
Contributing Reporter 


The last twenty years have been 
hard for liberals. Liberals don’t get 
respect these days. Just look at the 
books America reads. There are 
Michael Savage’s, “Liberalism is a 
Mental Disorder,” and Ann Coulter’s 
“How to Talk to a Liberal if You 
Must.” I guess you aren’t supposed to 
talk to liberals anymore. And there is 
even a children’s book, “Help! Mom! 
There Are Liberals Under My Bed.” 

The fact is, nobody wants to be 
called a liberal anymore. I first 
observed this phenomenon in the pres- 
idential debates of 1988; during which 
Michael Dukakis and the entire 
Democratic Party denied being liber- 
als. It marked a change from my col- 
lege days in the 1960’s. Back then, 
there were no conservative talk shows 
in Boston, and being a campus conser- 
vative was considered only a notch 
above convicted child molester. If you 
studied accounting or marketing, for 
example, you kept it quiet. 

If you wanted to express a conser- 
vative-sounding idea, you prefaced it 
with the obligatory, “I’m not a conser- 
vative, but...” In those days, nothing 
quite evoked the elemental essence of 
nerd or loser like being a campus con- 
servative, no matter how rational your 
arguments. It was an injustice, of 
course. But fashions run in cycles, not 
only for clothes and music, but for 
polemicists as well; the same mass 
psychology still dominates public dis- 
course, except that now it is open sea- 
son on liberals. 

Maybe it’s just as well. Where 
would the country be if liberals, 
unhindered by conservatives, got 
everything they desired? We could all 
be in the 80% tax bracket. And for 
president we could have... Let’s see: 
Hillary? Reverend Al Sharpton? 


Maybe the Democrats can even aspire 


to the mediocrity of a John Edwards. 

Somewhere down the line, the so- 
called party of the underdog became 
the New World Order architects of the 
welfare state and defenders of partial 
birth abortion. It has been a long slip- 
pery slide indeed from the days of Old 
Joe Hill, Eugene Debs and Mother 
Jones. No wonder nobody wants to be 
called a liberal anymore. But if you 
live long enough, you see that life runs 
in cycles. 

Nevertheless, liberals have done 
some worthwhile things. It was those 
nasty liberals, after all, who pushed 
the envelope to make slavery the most 
important human rights issue of the 
19th century. And liberals pushed 
through Social Security and the GI 
Bill despite intense opposition from 
conservatives. 

We should remember _ that 
Americans died for the right to be 
treated like human beings. Liberals 
stood for human rights, while conser- 
vatives....7’Il get to that. A few years 
ago, I took a tour of the Boot Cotton 
Mills in Lowell, and the guide told us 
about a woman who got scalped when 
her hair got caught in a spinning 
machine. The bosses sent her home 
without pay and charged her for the 
bolt of cloth she ruined by bleeding on 
It. 

Naturally, unions were opposed 
vigorously by conservatives who 
fought tooth and nail against the 40- 
hour week, health and safety laws, 
environmental regulations, and even 
the prohibition against child labor. 
Many people are cynical about unions 
nowadays. sometimes with good rea- 
son. But if you want a country without 
unions, with 10 governmental “inter- 
ference” in commerce, just look at any 
third world hellhole. It’s a cheap-labor 
conservative’s paradise of corporate 
feudalism where they can employ 
children, pay people three bucks a day, 
foul the air and water, and it’s all legal. 

Remember those pictures in your 
history books of 7-year-olds working 
in sweatshops in places like Lawrence 
and Lowell? Stunted little boys with 
the faces of old men? It was those 
same “bleeding heart” liberals again 
that put a stop to it opposed by the 


same cheap labor conservatives like 
Rush “Oxy” Limbaugh, Howie “the 
Jackal” (avowed nemesis of immi- 
grants) and “Bellicose Bill” O’Reilly. 

Conservatives are always touting 
the free market as the ultimate and 
most efficient dynamic of goods and 
services. But in the 1930’s, the utility 
companies were refusing to bring 
electricity into rural communities and 
banks didn’t want to make loans to 
people who needed money. The “free 
market” wouldn’t justify it; and so 
millions of people had to make do 
with no electricity and little money. 

But liberals pushed through rural 
electrification programs. And liberals 
pushed through the Federal Housing 
Administration which helped banks 
make loans to people who needed 
money for homes. And let’s not forget 
public education and Medicare, which 
were also pushed through by those 
“do-gooder” liberals. And, as usual, 
strongly opposed by conservatives. I 
could keep going and fill this whole 
page there’s so much more to say 
about how conservatives stood against 
just about every gain working people 
have made in this country. 

I understand Dukakis not wanting 
to be called a liberal. The word has 
been tainted, and associated with cam- 
pus Stalinists, intellectual snobs, and 
Hollywood phonies. But after oppos- 
ing so many things that benefit the 
working people of this cou ry, what 
exactly do conservatives do? Tru-, 
they generate patriotic rhetoric: notl - 
ing wrong with that, but you can’t eat 
rhetoric. They stand for deregulation 
(i.e. the savings and loans, which will 
cost taxpayers 500 billion dollars). 
They stand against taxing-and- spend- 
ing, which is not a bad thing; there has 
to be balance. 

But just what have they stood for? 
Look at the champions of conser- 
vatism, like Ronald Reagan for exam- 
ple, who wanted to lower the mini- 
mum wage to a buck an hour. With a 
record like this, who is proud to call 
themselves conservatives? 


Professor Mark Palermo is a memebr 


of the faculty at NECC. 


What I learned in the Army 


I learned that 


when sticking a 


An open letter to 
those who are bayonet into the 
belly of a man 


thinking of joining up always twist the 
_ bayonet when pulling it out of his belly because the bay- 
onet is designed with special grooves that will drag out 
his entrails with it. I learned that when engaged in close 
hand to hand combat always go for a man’s eyes with 
your fingers because his eyes can be easily ripped out of 
their sockets rendering him blind. I learned that, 
although it is good to strangle a man to death, the pre- 


ferred method is to stomp on his neck with the full force 
of your body weight. I learned that, when you shoot a 
man, it can be of great advantage to only severely wound 
him rather than killing him outright because by so doing 
you effectively disengage several of his comrades from 
the battle to care for him, although it seems to me I was 
taught that in a similar situation I was not to disengage 
myself from the fight. I also learned that to refuse to do 
these things when called for is treason against the 
nation. 

What the army did not teach me about was memory. 

Professor Paul Bamberger 


Roaming reporter misprint 


Dear Editor, 

1 am writing this letter as a concerned student as I feel the 
quality of the NECC Observer is not at the quality a college 
level newspaper should be at. I understand that as with any 
newspaper, and with human nature, sometimes a miss-print or 
a mistake is to happen. Usually, I shrug it off and overlook 
such mistakes. People make mistakes, right? Right, however, 
I feel as though this mistake is too big to overlook. 

In the latest edition of the NECC Observer, Vol. 69, No. 
6 printed and released on Nov. 21, 2007, the Roaming 
Reporter section was horribly overlooked in the editing 
process. I should know, as I was interviewed for this section. 
My name is Rachel Green. My picture is the second box on 
the top row, however, my caption reads the opinion of Jake 
Mulcahy. Based on the ‘quote and picture mix up’ I will now 
be known around campus as the guy who thinks a war in Iran 
is a pre-game for China. I would just like to state that lam a 
female. My opinion was placed under the picture of the girl to 
my right. Yes, this is an easy mistake to make, however, the 


same mistake was made with another student in the second 
row. The quote under the first student was from Eric Lynch 
his picture wasn’t even taken by the ‘Roaming Reporter’, yet 
he was also given a new identity for this feature. At least his 
new body was that of a fellow male student. 

It is also my understanding that the girl who was the 
‘Roaming Reporter’ is an editor for your paper. This just fur- 
thers my opinion that this paper is sloppy, as it appears that 
she holds a higher rank in the paper and that a mistake like 
this was completely overlooked. As a side note, I also find 
many of your articles to be very one sided in their views and 
it seems that the overall quality of the paper in this semester 
alone has not improved, but slowly declined. It is sad when I 
feel as though my high school newspaper was of better qual- 
ity, considering this is a college paper that the school takes 
such pride in. 

Thank you, 

Rachel Green 


\ VED 


December fifth marks the anniversary of 
the day alcohol prohibition in the United 
States was repealed in 1933 with the 21 
Amendment. Drink Responsibly. 


= Tee os 
“Alcohol may be man’s worst enemy, but 


the bible says love your enemy.” 
- Frank Sinatra 


“The only way to deal with an unfree 

world is to become so absolutely free that 

your very existence is an act of rebellion.” 
- Albert Camus 


“Education has failed in a very serious 
way to convey the most important lesson 
science can teach: skepticism.” 

- David Suzuki 


“Morality is the custom of one’s country 
and the current feeling of ones peers. 
Cannibalism is moral in a cannibal 
ccuntry.” 


- Samuel Butler 


There are 9 billion chickens in the United 
States at any one time, and 13 billion in 
China. 

Dolphins sleep with their eyes open. 


Maine is the toothpick capital of the 
world. 


The average bed is home to over 6 mil- 
lion dust bites. 


Donald Duck cartoons were banned in 
Finland because he does not wear pants. 


All facts from Funfunnyfacts.com 
Impress your friends. 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor’ in subject line. 


Page 4 NECC Observer Dec. 5, 2007 


TV strike goo 
for vid 


Writers are looking 
for new jobs, video 


games are an option 


By JEFF BOURBEAU 
Contributing Reporter 


os" 


Writers in 
Hollywood are 
striking, look- 
ing for work, 
and the, video 
game industry 
looks like a 
great place to 
start. Industry 
analysts and 
_ consumers have 

~ realized that 
video games are taking over film as 
America’s top form of entertain- 
ment. From online casual games, of 
which many in the older crowd are 
familiar with, like Popcap’s 
Bejewled, to home-based console 
games the younger generation has 
been immersing themselves in for 
years, like the Microsoft-published 
Halo franchise. The gaming bug has 
bitten America hard. 

According to www.rottentoma- 
toes.com, movie ticket sales plum- 
meted the weekend of the latest 
Halo game’s release. Even TV rat- 
ings have dropped, with video 
games being cited as the prime rea- 
son for low viewer counts on game 


% 6 co 


ee 


sign 


eo gamers 


release days, according to Variety 
magazine’s Writer’s Strike blog, a 
web log feature by Variety maga- 
zine which posts interesting news 
on the strike. Clearly gaming has an 
influence on the buyer’s budgeted 
dollar. 

Will Hollywood writers find a 
new home in this developing medi- 
um? The writers originally began 
their strike to earn 4 cents every 


Association, better known as the 
ESA, released a study stating that 
only 24,000 people are employed by 
the video game industry. What’s the 
average salary? Over $92,000, the 
study showed. 

Aside from making some 
dough, striking writers can impact 
gaming in a large way. Culturally, 
video games have had little obvious 
significance, though socially the 
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A hot debate among video game 
journalists and consumers for many 
years has been: “Can video games be 
considered a form of art?” 


time a television show or movie clip 
is played on a website. The Writer’s 
Guild of America itself does not 
actually cover video game writing, 
and has already spoken out saying 
that it is allowing members to write 
for comics and video games. And 
this new prospect can be lucrative 
for them. 

A typical game writer makes on 
average, $50,000 for a mere 6 
months labor. While this is far lower 
than a TV scriptwriter’s pay, it still 
beats the nothing a striking writer 
would earn. There are big bucks to 
be earned in video games. Recently 
the Entertainment Software 


impact of video game slang, and the 
power of the industry economically, 
has changed America in many ways. 
A hot debate among video game 
journalists and consumers for many 
years has been: “Can video games 
be considered a form of art?” 

Perhaps with professionally 
artistic writers finding a new home 
within the houses of game develop- 
ers, this question can finally be 
answered and these poor word- 
smiths can find some income during 
the strike. Maybe then, gamers can 
find some justification to playing all 
the time, aside from just for the fun 
of it. 


Start Here. Go Anywhere. UPS. 


NOW HIRING PART-TIME 


PACKAGE HANDLERS 
for Various Shifts at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 


Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs. 


Individuals with leadership potential can look forward to a rewarding career at UPS. 
Start as a part-time package handler and discover a world of opportunity 
with one of the world’s most successful companies! 


Our Benefits Package Includes: 
Medical & Dental * 401(K) + Tuition Assistance + Holidays Off 
Paid Vacations * UPS Bonus Program and Much More! 


The UPS 
EARN & 


LEARN 
Program 


Apply Online: 
upsjobs.com 


FOR MORE INFO: 978-441-3400 


Get up to *23,000° 


in College Education Assistance! 
* UPS Earn & Learn Program guidelines apply, 


90 BRICK KILN ROAD * CHELMSFORD, MA 


UPS and the UPS brargmart one segatered tasemores 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 


4 Ureted Parcot Serwce 


# America, inc. Al ght reserwed 


Laws make child 
discipline too hard 


No one wants child 
abuse, but laws make 
parenting too difficult 


By ASHLEY ROGERS 
Contributing Reporter 


I recently read an article in which 
a 2-year-old was beaten to death for 
failing to use manners. The parents 
hid her body in a shed, then boxed it 
and threw it into Galveston Bay, 
Huston, Texas. This is an extreme 
example of parental discipline gone 
too far. However, how far is too far? 

I remember getting a “spanking” 
here and there as a child if I was 
obstinate and misbehaved, and it def- 
initely taught me not to do whatever 
it was I had done, again. However, 
we live in a day and age where just 
such punishments could get parents 
seriously in trouble. 

Corporal punishment is defined 
as painful, intentionally inflicted 
(typically, by striking a child) physi- 
cal penalty administered by a person 
in authority for disciplinary purposes. 
This can include a simple, firm 
“spank”, or a much more severe 
encounter, such as beating. 

I was talking to my little sister, 
and she was telling me how one of 
her friends claimed her mother had 
slapped her for using a swear word. I 
told my sister that using foul lan- 


guage is disrespectful and wholly 
unnecessary, and that her friend prob- 
ably deserved it for swearing at her 
mother. My sister, however, looked 
horrified and told me that she had 
told her friend to call DSS. 

The Department of Social 
Services in Massachusetts deals with 
child abuse and neglect, and they 
offer ways for the victim and the vic- 
tim’s family to overcome abuse and 
teach the families to use other forms 
of disciplinary action. In some cases, 
temporary removal of the child may 
occur until a safe home life can be 
established, if it can. 

When I heard my little sister’s 
advice she gave to her friend, I was 
floored. Not only could she get her 
friend’s parents into trouble, but also 
I was stunned she even knew of DSS. 
Her implication was that if reported, 
her friend’s mother would have no 
way of literally physically control- 
ling her friend, therefore enabling her 
friend to have the upper hand. 
Children using DSS as leverage 
against their parents to get what they 
want is just plain wrong.. 

The fact that children as young as 
12 know what DSS is capable of, and 
using it to their advantages definitely 
defeats the purpose of the system, not 
only raising skepticism. If more calls 
of child abuse are filed, then won’t it 
be like the boy who cried wolf after 
awhile? The children that truly are 
being abused won't stand a chance. 
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Parent licensing 


If you cannot control 
your children you 


should not have them 


By AARON Foss 
Contributing Reporter 


2 I like to fish. 
. Ever since I was 
ja kid, this sim- 
plest of redneck 
" activities has 
‘ kept me content 
and happy. Even 
now in my mid- 
twenties, there 
is nothing I like 
more than to 
hop in the car, grab a case of my 
favorite lager, and head out on my 
friend’s boat for a day of casting on 
the lake. 

This simple enjoyment however, 
when pulled apart, can be seen as 
something different. I am required to 
have a license to drive my car to the 
store where they must have a license 
to sell beer to me. My friend needs a 
license to be able to dock his boat at 
the private facility he keeps it at and 
when we are out on the lake we are 
both required to have licenses to fish. 

The point is, most basic things 
we do require us to be licensed. We 
need them to drive, boat, hunt, fish, 
buy and sell certain things, even to 
get married. All of these require- 
ments are out there mostly to keep us 
safe. That’s why doctors and lawyers 
are required to be licensed as well. 

So the question I pose is why 


possibly the most important role any- 
one can have, raising a child, is 
allowed to go completely unmoni- 
tored? Do I truly believe people 
should have to have a license to be a 
parent? Honestly I do, although this 
is obviously a pipe dream. 

What I would be satisfied with is 
people actually giving a damn about 
raising their children right and show- 
ing them some discipline. Sadly, any 
trailer park prom queen with a fifth of 
whiskey in her can get together with 
any guy who paws at his genitals 
long enough and together they can 
create a little bundle of joy that they 
have no idea how to care for. 

The Department of Social 
Services exists for that very reason 
and, as important as it is that every 
child is well taken care of, I am more 
concerned with the more direct effect 
that these parents have on me. When 
I was kid and I misbehaved, I either 
got grounded or smacked. Either 
way, it was discipline of some form. 

All to often now, I see children 
controlling the parents, who give in 
to every demand just to save them- 
self a headache. They have little to 
no concern for the impact that their 
lack of discipline has on the people 
around them in public places. 

The screaming child in the 
restaurant is a prime example. If your 
child starts to cry and scream, I can 
no longer enjoy my greasy cheese- 
burger in peace. So either tell your 
child to stop screaming or take them 
out of the restaurant. I shouldn’t be 
the one inconvenienced by your 
screaming kid, you should. 

It’s the same thing at the movie 
theater; if they cry bring them out- 


side. Don’t bring your child to a 
movie with loud explosions or scary 
monsters that are bound to set them 
off, that’s just asking for trouble. 
They don’t need to be seeing the 
blood and gore that you crave any- 
way. I want to see a bloody Stallone 
behead people without a crying tod- 
dler bawling next to me. So, if you 
have to bring the kid when you go to 
the movies, go to whatever flying elf 
meets a singing walrus Disney junk is 
playing and suffer through it. My 
enjoyment of sex, gore, and adult 
content shouldn’t be ruined, your’s 
should. 

For the love of God, when you 
bring a child into a store, don’t let 
them push the shopping cart. Kids are 
supposed to ride in the cart, not be 
playing Speed Racer with it. Again, I 
see all the time where a parent is 
casually strolling the aisle like they 
are at the zoo, staring at vacuum 
cleaner bags like they are looking at 
the rare ring tailed gibbon of East 
Borneo, and their unattended child 
speeds toward my cart with theirs at 
the speed of an F-5 tornado. 

Kids are hard to take care of, 
that’s obvious. What makes me angry 
are the parents who apparently don’t 
realize that. Parents who casually 
stroll through life as their kid’s friend 
rather than an authority figure. 
There’s far to many of you out there 
who don’t know how to discipline 
your children and since I don’t see 
the day coming any time soon when 
you’ ll be required to be licensed to 
raise kids, I’m going to stay stressed 
out. I think I need to go fishing. 


Abortion for the 
environment 


By CHRISTINE RIBEIRO 
Contributing Reporter 


According to reports by Fox 
News, women are terminating their 
pregnancies in hopes of protecting the 
environment. Some women are going 
to the extent of sterilization at the time 
of their abortions to prevent a second 
chance of pregnancy. The concerns of 
these women are based on their affec- 
tions for the environment. I can under- 
stand the want to preserve the envi- 
ronment, but I will not hesitate to say 
I am against abortion. 

The majority of the time, the 
choice of whether or not to engage in 
sexual activity is that of the individ- 
ual. In my opinion, just thinking of 
having an abortion is irresponsible. To 
commemorate the reversal of nature is 
just plain bizarre. Not only has nature 
been reversed, but also motherhood 
has been denied. I am sickened to 
think of someone rejoicing in this 
kind of loss. 

Certain individuals whom are ter- 
minating pregnancies speak in support 
of the environment, but may have had 
troubled childhoods. Birth could be 
seen in an entirely negative light to the 
child bearer, if their childhood was a 
negative experience. Parents make 


rules and have opinions that their off- 


spring become familiar with, and 
should parents have strong views on 
abortion, the offspring may inherit 
those same views. Some individuals 
grow up believing their parents know 
best, and are never able to develop 
their own opinions. 

Many of the women choosing not 
to have children, have made friends in 


the process, and are more focused on 
saving the planet than starting fami- 
lies. There will be a point in time 
where even fewer people want to have 
children because adults are so focused 
on finding themselves and getting 
desired employment. Adults are 
power-hungry, and are becoming 
more career-oriented than family-ori- 
ented. I agree that personal goals are 
important and each individual can 
have their own success story, but I do 
not feel as though the thought of fam- 
ily should be put on the backburner. 

Knowing that individuals whom 
abort feel remorse means little to me if 
in doing so they felt the world was 
granted a favor. I feel the only way to 
truly take care of the environment is 
with a strong population. The more 
individuals, the more effort to put our 
planet back to the standing it should 
have. Again, I am in support of giving 
birth, not aborting. I support the fami- 
ly unit and bond, and if families work 
together, dramatic positive changes 
can be made to the environment. 

My anti-abortion views are not 
going to necessarily sway anyone’s 
opinions, especially if those opinions 
are as strong as mine. I do not let those 
individuals in support of abortion 
change my mind on the matter. If peo- 
ple are so enthralled with the environ- 
ment and climate, then they should 
not put themselves in situations where 
they could become pregnant. 
Obviously, this cannot be avoided one 
hundred percent of the time. If you do 
not want children, then you probably 
should not have sex. Needless to say, 
if you cannot resist temptation, then 
be completely prepared for possible 
consequences. 


Santa: 


Believing in Santa is a 
critical part of childhood 


By ASHLEIGH BERGH 
Contributing Reporter 


My parents blew it. For 
nine years of my life, I firm- 
ly believed in Santa Claus, 
and I scolded the naysayers 
for being such non-believers 
) of Father Christmas. I spent 
, many days at school listen- 
ing to my peers banter on 
about how their older sib- 
lings told them Santa Claus 

77 wasn’t real, and I would loy- 

i ally stand by my belief and 

convince my friends their siblings were just cyni- 

cal. I never doubted the existence of Santa Claus 
one bit... until Christmas day, 1996. 

I was ripping through the wrapping paper with 
expertise, overjoyed that Santa had already cov- 
ered half of my Christmas list, when I saw it. On 
the large box that my American girl doll came in, 
peeking through the bottom end of the paper I had 
no need to unwrap, a white label with black mark- 
ings on it shone through. I ripped off the rest of the 
wrapping paper, and there, in plain black and 
white, on the box that Santa Claus himself had sup- 
posedly brought me from the North Pole, was a 
shipping label, with my grandmother’s name and 
address printed on it. I felt deflated and defeated, 
and I had a choice to make. I could either point out 
my parent’s faulty wrapping, which would have 
ended the magic of Santa Claus at nine years old, 
’ or could put on my best poker face and drag it out 

as long as I could. Poker face, it is, and I made it 
until the 6th grade, when I was too guilt-ridden to 
continue the charade. 

By the time I hit middle school, I didn’t know 
a single kid who still believed in Santa Claus. 
Whether it was an older sibling blowing the par- 
ents cover, or the parents themselves, no one 
seemed to believe anymore. And yet, Christmas 
was still an exciting time of year. We still got excit- 
ed for presents and spending time with family and 


friends, and of course, school vacation. So what’s 
the big deal? Why do parents still package pres- 
ents, stating that Santa Claus brought them from 
the North Pole, knowing that eventually their chil- 
dren will find out the truth? Why go through all 
that effort? 

The truth is, the idea of Santa Claus isn’t just 
about parents trying to get their children to behave 
364 days out of the year. It’s about innocence and 
hope. A child’s belief in Santa Claus allows them 
to hold onto some part of their faith in make- 
believe, which children lose so fast these days. The 
idea of the jolly old elf magically coming down the 
chimney and leaving gifts gives children hope and 
something to look forward to, when so many chil- 
dren don’t have much else. Ask any child who still 
believes in Santa if they have written their list and 
sent it to the North Pole. Their eyes light up and 
their demeanor completely changes. They become 
giddy with excitement, rambling off a plethora of 
toys and games they wrote down and sent to Santa, 
with eager hope that each and every item will be 
wrapped under their tree. 

In 1897, when Virginia O'Hanlon asked New 
York’s Sun if there really was a Santa Claus, 
Francis Pharcellus Church responded that, there 
was, in fact, a Santa Claus. In the 210 years since 
Virginia’s letter, children have held onto this idea. 
When Church replied to Virginia, he made the 
point that if there were ho Santa Claus, “there 
would be no childlike faith then, no poetry, no 
romance to make tolerable this existence. We 
should have no enjoyment, except in sense and 
sight. The eternal light with which childhood fills 
the world would be extinguished.” 

Does believing in Santa Claus become detri- 
mental to a child’s well-being? Absolutely not. 
After all, I believed and was deceived, and I con- 
sider myself to be a pretty normal adult with no 
trauma thanks to the fat man in the red suit. There 
is disappointment when the discovery is made, yes, 
but the joy and hope that is brought while the belief 
is still there surpasses and completely outweighs it. 
This is why, despite parents knowing the truth, 
they’ve passed this belief on for years and years, 
and it will continue this way for years to come. So, 
next time you hear a child in doubt of Santa Claus’ 
existence, do their innocence a favor and let them 
know that, yes, there really is a Santa Claus. 


Parents should not lie to 


children about Santa 


By ALEX EDNEY 
Contributing Reporter 


It’s an all-too common 
site, children crying on 
Christmas morning, why? 
Because they just found 
out that one of their 
biggest heroes, Santa 
Claus is nothing but 
»smoke and mirrors. It 
could have been anything. 

Maybe poor Dad for- 
got to take a few bites out 
of “Santa’s Cookies” before he and Mom hit 
the sack after 3 hours of late night undercover 
present wrapping. Maybe the kids snuck down- 
stairs to catch a glimpse of their jolly red-coat- 
ed mystery man, only to find their parents, 
frustrated and guilt-ridden that their yuletide jig 
was up. 

I too was duped. I can remember many a 
freezing Christmas Eve spent at my grandpar- 
ent’s place right here in Haverhill. “Here comes 
Santa,” my parents would say through chatter- 
ing teeth. Now let me tell you, I never quite 
understood the connection between Old St. 
Nick and the local fire trucks, sirens wailing, 
but this was the real deal. He was right there in 
the road. Except he wasn’t. “How could he be,” 
my friend from-another town asked, as we had 
each seen examples of this rolling parade of 
deceit in our respective towns at the same time 
“He’s magic, Alex,” my parents would answer. 

That was their favorite one. Yeah, Santa is 
magic so he can be in two towns at once? It was 
a tempting theory. Except my folks made a 
slight oversight in policy here which clinched 
the whole thing. You see, growing up, every 
time I had ever seen a magician on TV, the 


kids’ dream or nightmare? 


channel was inevitably changed before too 
long. “TV Magicians are fake. Everyone knows 
that.” I would never realize the gravity of these 
offhand comments until I pitted them against 
the belief of my beloved Santa Claus. That’s 
when the realization slowly washed over me, 
like a dreary December drizzle. 

So what’s the harm in a little deceit, you 
say? After all, the absence of truth in today’s 
world is something we all struggle with, so 
some could argue that learning the reality about 
Christmas tradition is an important part of 
childhood development. Remember when 
Corporal Punishment was also considered an 
important part of raising kids? Times change. 
And so do traditions. 

But before you think I am unjustly prod- 
ding the legacy of Santa with the righteous 
spear of parental responsibility, let me bring to - 
the table something we can all agree on: Santa 
can really put a damper on the old bank 
account. Parents, you’ve all been there. You’ve 
been preaching the Santa gospel to your kids 
for years now, so when the holidays are 
approaching, they are ready. They use tech- 
niques like group brainstorming, Internet 
research, and other tactics that college kids 
sometimes cannot grasp, to come up with the 
best gift ideas they can. And why not? They’ ve 
been told that there is an entire workshop of 
magic elves working on their gifts, not Mom 
and Dad’s MasterCard. 

So Christmas, in its ugliest light, has 
become an overtly commercialized buy-a-thon 
where kids wish to the moon because they 
think Santa is taking care of it, and parents are 
left to pick up the tab. My answer? Lets get par- 
ents to teach kids the true values of Christmas. 
Don’t raise them into a dead-ending superficial 
lie. Tell them that it isn’t about which kids get 
the best presents, or who has the tallest tree. 
Teach them that the best gift is the ability to 
give, and don’t perpetuate a traditional figure 
when it has become a detriment to families. 


Pa 
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New spring course 


Modern China and -Japan 
will explore the nature of tradi- 
tional China and Japan as they 
confronted West. The course 
will also focus on the countries’ 
contrasting responses to the 
Western presence in East Asia, 
their struggles to reconcile tradi- 
tional and modern ideas and 
institutions and examine the 
mergence of nationalism. The 
course will be offered online in 
January. For more information 
contact Professor Gerry Morin 
at 978-556-3381 or by email at 
GMorin@necc.mass.edu. 


A Christmas Carol 


Students, faculty, alumni, 
staff and children from the com- 
munity will be presenting the 
annual performance of Charles 
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” at 
the Top Notch Theater. Show 
dates are Dec. 7 at 7 p.m., Dec. 
8 at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. and Dec. 
9 at 3 p.m. Tickets will be avail- 
able at the door as well as at 
www.mvarts.info. For more 
information, contact Jim Murphy 
at JMurphy@necc.mass.edu 


Mayor Jim Fiorentini 


Wednesday, Dec. 5, Mayor 
Jim Fiorentini will visit NECC 
for the weekly Contemporary 
Affairs meeting at noon in room 
C116. For more information, 
contact Club President Danielle 
Rigo-Reilly at Danielle 
Rigoreilly@student.necc.mass. 
edu. 


Whittier Poetry Vigil 


A 24-hour vigil honoring 
the 200th birthday of poet John 
Greenleaf Whittier will take 
place at the Whittier homestead 
in Haverhill, beginning at noon 
on Sunday, Dec. 16 and ending 
at noon the following day. 

Participants will take turns 
sitting by the fire in the poet’s 
own farmhouse and reading 
poetry aloud throughout the 
night. Readers will be sched- 
uled in 15 minute intervals . 
During the 24-hour reading, the 
museum doors will be open to 
the public. At the end of the 
vigil, cake and hot cider will be 
served to celebrate the poet’s 
birthday. For more information 
or to register for the event con- 
tact whittierbirthplace@msn.com 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please e-mail information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


EER 


New intelligence 
clears Iran of nuc’s | awarded gold medal 


By JONATHAN S. LANDAY 
McClatchy Newspapers (MCT) 


WASHINGTON -— Iran was 
attempting to build a nuclear 
weapon but halted the effort in the 
fall of 2003 and doesn't appear to 
have restarted it, the declassified 
key judgments of a comprehensive 
new U.S. intelligence report said 
Monday. 

The report said that Iran's deci- 
sion to halt its nuclear weapons 
program suggested that “it is less 
determined to develop nuclear 
weapons than we have been judg- 
ing since 2005. Our assessment 
that the program probably was 
halted primarily in response to 
international pressure suggests that 
Iran may be more vulnerable to 
influence on the issue than we 
judged previously.” 

The long-delayed report is a 
stunning reversal of the U.S. intel- 
ligence community's previous 
assessment that Iran is seeking 
nuclear weapons, and it could slow 
the Bush administration's drive to 
tighten U.N. sanctions on Tehran 
for defying U.N. orders to suspend 
its uranium enrichment program. 

“We judge with high confi- 
dence that in fall 2003, Tehran halt- 
ed its nuclear weapons program; 
we also assess with moderate to 
high confidence that Tehran at a 
minimum is keeping open the 
option to develop nuclear 
weapons,” said the key judgments 
of the National Intelligence 
Estimate titled “Iran: Nuclear 
Intentions and Capabilities.” 

An NIE reflects the consensus 


judgments of all 16 U.S. intelli- 
gence agencies and is written by 
the National Intelligence Council, 
the intelligence community's high- 
est analytical body. 

The report said that because of 
unidentified “intelligence gaps,” 
the U.S. intelligence community 
and the Department of Energy 
assessed with “moderate confi- 
dence” that Iran “had not restarted 
its nuclear weapons program as of 
mid-2007.” 

“We do not know whether it 
currently intends to develop 
nuclear weapons,” the key judg- 
ments added. “We continue to 
assess with moderate-to-high con- 
fidence that Iran does not currently 
have a nuclear weapon.” 

The report didn't disclose the 
information that prompted the U.S. 
intelligence community to reverse 
its previous assessment that Iran is 
developing nuclear weapons. 

Iran, which hid its uranium 
enrichment program from inspec- 
tors of the U.N. International 
Atomic Energy Agency for 18 
years, has denied repeatedly that it 
is seeking a nuclear arsenal. 

The Democratic-controlled 
Congress ordered the production of 
the NIE amid concerns that the 
Bush administration was hyping 
the threat posed by Iran's nuclear 
program in the same way that it 
used bogus and exaggerated intelli- 
gence to justify the war on Iraq. 

Work began on the report at the 
beginning of the year, but its publi- 
cation has been repeatedly delayed, 
and senior intelligence officials 
had said they wouldn't declassify 
the key judgments. 


Observer news staff 


The NECC Observer was awarded the gold medal 
for the Spring 2007 semester from the Columbia 
Scholastic Press Association. The Observer received 
944 out of a possible 1,000 points judged on content, 
design, and operations. The newspaper also 
received a plaque for Achievement in Journalism 
from Student Newspaper Advisers at Community 
Colleges in Massachusetts (SNACCIM) last spring. 
Pictured left to right back row: Sports Editor Joe 
Terlikosky, Environmental Editor Andrew Wahl, 
Opinion Editor Daniel Potocki and Club Adviser, 
Professor Amy Callahan. Front row: Arts and 
Entertainment Editor Sara Codair, News Editor 
Jasmin Pastrana, Editor-in-Chief Joni Quinn and 
Features Editor Artemis Savory. 


Transgender student strives 
for equal rights on campus 


Continued from Page 1 


down the street as an obvious 
gay person,” Santiago said. 

According to Santiago, 
Lamborghini couldn’t give him any 
other contacts to help him because 
they would also contact the legal 
counsel and the same thing would 
happen. 

Santiago then went to the 
Learning Accommodations Center 
because he knew that they deal with 
students who have special circum- 
stances, and thought they could help 
point him in the right direction. 

“In 10 minutes they helped me 
more than | got in a week with any- 
one else,” Santiago said. 

Santiago was sent to see Mary 
Chatigny in the Human Resources 
Department. Chatigny helped him 
write an official Affirmative Action 
Discrimination Grievance against 
the school. 


In his complaint, Santiago stated 
that, by Massachusetts law, he could 
not be denied the use of the “oppo- 
site sex” restroom, so he wasn’t. He 
was, however, denied an official 
locker in the men’s area. Santiago 
stated that he believed this to be “an 
act of discrimination, though, in all 
probability, not a malicious one.” 

In the complaint, Santiago went 
on to say that he feels the only solu- 
tion is to be granted his right to a 
locker in the men’s room. He stated 
that having gender-neutral areas are 
fantastic for many differently gen- 
dered people, but he identifies as a 
male and deserves the night to be 
treated as such. 

The college denied Santiago’s 
request and, according to Santiago, 
suggested that he use the locker 
room set aside for visiting sports 
teams. 

“Using that locker room would 
separate me from the rest of the stu- 


ae Ee So 


I want other people like me to not have 


to deal with this. 


-Ethan Santiago 


dent body. I felt like I was being 
shoved to the side,” Santiago said. 

According to Santiago, the col- 
lege also suggested that he use the 
handicapped bathroom near the 
men’s locker room. 

“I believe that them trying to 
deny me an official space is just dis- 
crimination. They are afraid that 
someone will sue the school or that 
I'll sue if I get beaten up or some- 
thing, “ Santiago said. 

If it takes written consent that he 
will not sue the school if something 
were to happen to him, Santiago 
said he would be more than willing 
to provide it. 

“IT want my space. I want other 
people like me to not have to deal 
with this,” Santiago said. 

Santiago said that the whole 
locker room issue was brought 
about because he had to show his 
college ID when he made his locker 
request and the ID showed his legal 
name, which he cannot change 
legally until he is independent due 
to private family issues. He went on 
to say that he is not ashamed of the 
fact that he is legally known as 
Elizabeth but that it is more of a 
comfort issue. 

“I want to be treated like a nor- 
mal guy. If people know I’m trans- 
gender before they know me, then 
they'll look at me as this kid named 


Courtesy photo 


NECC student’ Ethan 
Santiago is taking action to 
change the affirmative 
action policy of the college. 


Ethan that is really a girl and they'll 
treat me that way. If they have the 
basis of me as a guy and they find 
out later, then they'll be like ‘I did- 
n’t know but you’re still a guy to me 
because that’s how I know you.” 
They don’t already have this idea in 
their head about me,” Santiago said. 


Navona! Reis 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Energy deal to push auto 
industry on fuel-efficiency 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
groundbreaking deal in Congress 
to raise mile-per-gallon standards 
will compel the auto industry to 
churn out more fuel-efficient vehi- 
cles on a faster timeline than the 
companies wanted, though with 
flexibility to get the job done. 

The auto industry's fleet of 
new cars, sport utility vehicles, 
pickup trucks and vans will have 
to average 35 mpg by 2020, 
according to the agreement that 
congressional negotiators 
announced late Friday. That com- 
pares with the 2008 requirement 
of 27.5 mpg average for cars and 
22.5 mpg for light trucks. It would 
be first increase ordered by 
Congress in three decades. 

Majority Democrats plan to 
include the requirement in broader 
energy legislation to be debated in 
the context of $90-per-barrel oil, 
$3-plus pump prices and growing 
concerns about climate change. 
The House plans to begin debate 
this week. 

“It is a major milestone and 
the first concrete legislation to 
address global warming,” said 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif. 

While Senate Democrats were 
quick to embrace the compromise, 
the energy bill may face problems 
over requirements for nonpublic 
electric utilities to produce 15 per- 
cent of their power from renew- 
able energy sources such as wind 
or solar. 

Sen. Pete Domenici, R-N.M., 
on Saturday said that idea “will 
make this bill untenable for many 
in the Senate.” 


Marianas targeted by 
Congress for new controls 


WASHINGTON 
Congress is trying again to exert 
more control over the Northern 
Marianas, this time minus the 
interference of jailed lobbyist 
Jack Abramoff, who for years dis- 
suaded lawmakers from tinkering 
with the troubled Pacific islands. 

Legislation that could clear 
the House in December would 
apply federal immigration and 
labor rules to the US. 
Commonwealth of The Northern 
Mariana Islands, which in the past 
three decades of local control has 
been tainted with charges of 
sweatshop and human trafficking 
abuses. 

The bill is opposed by com- 
monwealth Goy. Benigno Fitial, 
who says it ignores recent 
improvements in labor standards 
and could cripple attempts to 
revive the islands' depressed 
economy. 

Over the past decade lawmak- 
ers have introduced several dozen 
bills addressing the Northern 
Marianas’ immigration and labor 
practices and its right to use 
“Made in the USA” labels on gar- 
ments made in factories employ- 
ing poorly paid, poorly treated 
Chinese, Philippine and other 
Asian workers. 


(AP) — 
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NECC students discuss 
_ genocide in Darfur 


Alumni return to 
talk about life 
after NECC 


By JASMIN PASTRANA 
News Editor 


‘& ARTEMIS SAVORY 
Features Editor 


The Contemporary Affairs Club 
joined forces with NECC’s Amnesty 
International Club to spread aware- 
ness about the crisis in Darfur, 
Sudan, at a meeting held on Nov. 28. 

“I thought it would be a good col- 
laboration to bring human rights 
issues to both clubs,” Babak Alian, 
president of NECC’s Amnesty 
International Club said. 

Executive members of Amnesty 
International created a video presen- 
tation to allow club members to have 
a deeper understanding of the situa- 
tion. 

Darfur is the largest country in 
Africa and is located in western 
Sudan. Since 2003, the country has 
experienced a brutal war between the 
Sudanese government, along with the 
Janjaweed militia and Darfur’s 
natives. The Sudanese government 
has publicly denied supporting the 
Janjaweed, however, they have sup- 
plied the Janjaweed with weapons 
and money, and have assisted in 
attacks on the black African tribes of 
Darfur. Nearly 400,000 people have 
died and more than 2 million have 
been forced from their homes. 

Although the Bush 
Administration has labeled the crisis 
in Darfur as genocide, the United 
Nations has declined to do so. 

The video showed at the meeting 
shed light on the harsh environment 
of the refugee camps, militia attacks 
and the risk of rape that refugee 
women face everyday. 

After the presentation, the floor 
was opened for discussion on what 
place the U.S.A should take on the 
issue. 

“T wouldn’t trust this government 
with the moral responsibility to do 
anything. Something has to be done 
but this government won’t do it; 
theyll probably bomb and say 
they’re liberating the place,” 
Professor Steve Slaner said. 

According to Noah Mustin, 
NECC student, the United States has 
been supplying the Sudanese govern- 
ment with weapons. 

“T feel we should stock them 
more and let them kill each other,” 
Mustin said. 

Anthony Carmosino agreed with 


Executive members from both Contemporary Affairs Club 


and Amnesty International Club. Pictured left to right: Joe 
Donion, Stephanie Maclean, Angelica Rotsart, Babak 
Alian (back), Danielle Rigo-Reilly and Lucy Baldwin. 


Mustin and added that the United 
States should not impose its western 
cultural beliefs on any other country 
unless that countries’ actions create a 
conflict with surrounding countries 
and therefore, the U.S. should contin- 
ue to allow the genocide to take 
place. 

Other club members said that 
America should supply aid to the vic- 
tims but refrain from taking any mil- 
itary action, while some members 
questioned why countries have not 
taken military action against the 
Sudanese government. 

Professor Steve Russell, 
Contemporary Affairs Club adviser, 
pointed out that Sudan is an oil pro- 


and is into anti-war parades. Much of 
the classwork requires essay writing. 
There is a Republican club, and even 
an Anarchist club. The Anarchist club 
is rather unstable due to its constant 
rotation of presidents. 

Christina Miller is now at 
Hillsdale College in Michigan, where 
she majors in American studies. 
Miller is a former “unofficial” presi- 
dent of Contemporary Affairs. 

Miller said that her current col- 
lege consists of around 1200 stu- 
dents, is extremely conservative, and 
the biggest major is history. 

Drew Eramo, now at Boston 
College studying political science, 
said, “It’s more independent work.” 


I wouldn’t trust this government with 
the moral responsibility to do anything. 


-Prof. Steve Slaner 


ducing company and countries are 
reluctant to attack it for that reason. 

The Amnesty International Club 
meets on Thursdays at noon in room 
C108. For more information, contact 
Mark Palermo at 
MPalermo@necc.mass.edu. 

The previous meeting held a 
much lighter tone when alumni 
returned to talk about how they’re 
faring in their new colleges. 

Former president of the club, 
David Coman-Hidy, now attends 
Emerson College, where he’s major- 
ing in political communications. He 
said that the school is very dramatic 
and liberal, with less varied view- 
points than here at NECC. He said 
that the school is “pro-marijuana” 


Jasmin Pastrana photos 
Forni Contemporary Affairs Club members return. 
Pictured left to right: Drew Eramo, Katrina Hanscom, 
Danielle Rigo-Reilly, David Coman-Hidy and Joe 
Donlon. 


He also said that NECC did a good 
job in helping him prepare for it. 

Katrina Hanscom, currently at 
UMASS Boston and majoring in psy- 
chology with a minor in biology, said 
that her science classes require less 
participation than her philosophy 
classes. She said that her school is 
very into anti-war “stuff”. 

One of the professors asked the 
visiting students what NECC could 
do to better prepare students for other 


colleges. ; 
“T think that writing is very 
important,” Coman-Hidy said, 


adding, “Make sure that everyone is 


doing the reading to keep up.” 
“T would give out more home- 
work. And you should quiz every 
reading,” Hanscom said. 

Eramo said that for most of his 
classes, the mid-term, the final, and 
class participation counted for more 
than anything else. 

“Each thing you do is much 
more heavily there,” Eramo said. 

Miller said that extra credit 
does not exist at Hillsdale. 

“IT would say I have to fight a 
little bit more for class participation 
there than I did here,” Miller said. 

On the subject of internships, 


‘ Coman-hidy said that students in 
-, his major can do “campaign things” 


for about 30 hours a week in place 
of an internship. Hanscom said that 
at her school “there’s a lot to offer” 
for internships. 

The Contemporary Affairs club 
raised $116 at the Monday bake sale 
a few days prior to the meeting. 
They need another $500 to $1,000 in 
order to have enough money for all 
14 students to attend the trip to 
Washington D.C. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


British teacher jailed in 
Sudan says she is well 


LONDON (AP) — Gillian 
Gibbons, the British teacher jailed 
in Sudan for allowing her students 
to name a teddy bear Muhammad, 
was quoted as saying that she is 
being treated well by her guards 
and thanked the British govern- 
ment for acting on her behalf. 

“T'm fine. I'm well,” Channel 4 
News quoted her as saying in a 
statement the station said it had 
obtained from her legal team in 
Khartoum. “I want people to know 
I've been well treated, and espe- 
cially that I'm well fed. I've been 
given so many apples I feel I could 
set up my own stall. The guards are 
constantly asking if I have every- 
thing I need.” 

She thanked everyone who has 
supported her, and said she was 
especially grateful that Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown had taken 
the time to call her son in England, 
Channel 4 News Aa 
Saturday. 

“The Sudanese people in gen- 
eral have been pleasant and very 
generous, and I've had nothing but 
good experiences during my four 
months here. I'm really sad to 
leave, and if I could go back to 
work tomorrow then I would,” the 
statement quoted her as saying. 

Gibbons, 54, was sentenced to 
15 days in jail and deportation after 
being convicted on Thursday of 
insulting Islam by allowing her 7- 
year-old students to name a teddy 
bear Muhammad — the name of 
Islam's prophet. But a judge 
acquitted her of inciting hatred and 
spared her the more serious pun- 
ishment of 40 lashes. 


Israeli premier rejects 
deadline for peace treaty 


JERUSALEM (AP) — Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert said Sunday 
that Israel is not bound by a 
December 2008 target for a peace 
agreement set at last week's U.S.- 
hosted Mideast summit, telling his 
Cabinet that progress will depend 
on the Palestinians! ability to rein 
in militants. 

The comments reflected 
Olmert's internal political weak- 
ness. Hard-liners have threatened 
to bring down his coalition govern- 
ment if he makes too many conces- 
sions in peace talks with the 
Palestinians. Olmert spoke a day 
before Israel was set to release 429 
Palestinian prisoners in a gesture to 
moderate President Mahmoud 
Abbas, a step that has drawn criti- 
cism from the same hard-line 
members of Olmert's Cabinet. 

Israel's prisons service said on 
Monday morning, 408 Palestinians 
would be released to the West 
Bank and 21 to Gaza. 

In a message that could further 
anger Israeli hawks, Olmert's 
defense minister, Ehud Barak, said 
he supports a measure to give com- 
pensation to Jewish settlers in the 
West Bank who leave their homes 
voluntarily, according to the 
Defense Ministry. 


By ASHLEY ROGERS 
Contributing Reporter 


December: the perfect time of 
year, where it seems almost every 
culture engages in a_ holiday. 
Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, 
Boxing Day, and Ramadan...the 
list is endless. From Japan to New 
York City, families get together to 
enjoy themselves and each other. 
Lights and snowmen, reindeer and 


presents, dinners Martha Stewart 
would cry over and Polaroid’s 
Norman Rockwell would live for, 
are all associated with the holiday 
season. 

Unfortunately, as I’m sure most 
everyone can agree, this pictur- 
esque version of the holidays does- 
n’t occur for the majority of us. As 
we approach the holiday season, I 
am slowly filling with a sense of 
dread. Snot nosed ~ children 


demanding iPods, and snowballs 
being launched at my car fill my 
visions. Nightly, I wonder just how 
far I will have to stretch my pay- 
checks to cover the bills and fulfill 
the material wishes of those around 
me. I cross my fingers that I'll be 
allowed to make overtime before 
the deadline of Christmas sneaks 
up on me. Between friends and 
family I can only hope I’ll manage. 

The holidays usually mean 


December is a time with family and friends 


good food, but most nights end 
with a sandwich and a can of soda, 
Having just finished a hellish 
Thanksgiving and now gearing up 
for a monumental Christmas din- 
ner, my mother has no intention of 
cooking in-between. 

Even on the day of the great 
feast, something goes awry. One of 
my relatives brings a 3-year-old 
pie. Children stick their fingers in 
the punch bowl. My mother almost 


always catches something on fire. 
A few years ago, my grandmother 
caught an advent wreath on fire. 
My father almost always has too 
much wine. 

My cousins get into present 
shaking contests. The dog climbs 
on the table. The baby takes off his 
filthy diaper and trails it through 
the living room. The holidays defi- 
nitely provide great bonding time. 


A vast variety of Choir voices join in harmony 


By SARA CODAIR 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


If music 
can take you 
halfway across 
the world, or 
| back in time, 
| then the 2007 
Weion te r 
Concert, 
turing the 
NECC Choir, 
was quite an adventure. 

The show got off to a patriotic 
start by asking the audience to rise 


fea- 


in singing a stunning rendition of 


the “Star Spangled Banner.” 

Following that was a 17th cen- 
tury quartet featuring Heather 
Groder, Maria Ferrandi, Danny 
Potter and Edward Smith. They 
were a great combination. 

Abby Hilton sang the first solo 
of the evening. A stunning alto, 
with a powerful voice, Hilton did a 
great rendition of Harry Warren’s 
“At Last.” 

Hilton’s piece was followed by 
a Capella chamber piece done by 
the entire choir. Their voices were 
all the music needed. 

The members of NECC’s choir 
have talents beyond singing. Ariel 
Bliss and Maria Ferrandi played 
flutes, Jonathan Yunker played vio- 
lin, Heather Groder played cello 
and Jonathan Byrd played the tuba. 

Following “Ariel Bliss,” Orlik 
Guzman blew the audience away 


with a stunning performance of 
“The Queen of the Night Aria from 
the Magic Flute” by Mozart. That 
piece had some extremely high 
notes and Guzman hit them all per- 
fectly. 

Next up was Danny Potter, 
singing the first Broadway piece of 
the night. Potter’s performance of 
“This is the Moment” was filled 
with emotion. facial 
expressions and body language 
were into the song. 


Even his 


Merari Gonzalez brought us up 
to the present with “If I Ain’t Got 
You” by Alicia Keys. That was fol- 
lowed by Artie Carew singing 
“Everything” by Michael Bauble. 

The audience was also treated 
to a preview of “A Christmas 
Carol.” Guzman, Alisa Bucchiere, 
Carew and John Budzyna sang 
“Silent Night” and “Carol of the 
Bells” as they will Friday night in 
“A Christmas Carol” 

The Choir returned as a whole 
with “At the River” by Aron 
Copland, followed by the final 
soloist of the night, Jonathan 
Bennett. 

Bennett did something no one 
else had done that night, he sang in 
Italian. The song was called “O Del 
Mio Amato Ben” and was com- 
posed by Stefano Donaudy. 

Singing in another language is 
not easy but Bennett was up to the 
challenge. It helps that he spent a 
month in Italy with an opera com- 
pany sometime in the past year. 
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The 17th century-quartet, (from left to right) Edward Smith, Maria Ferrandi, Danny 
Potter and Heather Groder performed on the night of Dec. 2. 


Feel Like a 
Motherless Child” was arranged 
specially for the Chorus by 
Jonathan Byrd. 

“Byrd took a version of the 
song arranged to be played on 
flute, tuba and trombone,” said 
Potter. “He didn’t compose the 
actual song which has been around 
for a long time. It’s like ‘Amazing 


“Sometimes I 


Grace’.” 

The audience was invited to 
join in the finale, and sing Irving 
Berlin’s “White Christmas.” 

The concert overall was beauti- 
ful and enjoyable, and according to 
Potter, the making of it was just as 


good. 

“The rehearsals were a lot of 
fun. We sang songs of all genre’s; 
opera, rock, madrigals and 
Broadway,” said Potter. 

The Choir students also got 
help choosing which songs would 
be sung, thanks to Professor Alisa 
Bucchiere. 

“Alisa asked for our input. We 
told her which songs we enjoyed 
singing and which ones we did not 
want to perform,” said Potter. 

“I had not heard all the soloist 
perform before the concert, and I 
was amazed by all the singers,” 
Potter said about the show as a 


whole. 

The performance was headed 
by Choral Director Alisa 
Bucchiere, and Accompanist — 
Cynthia Bliss. The singers included — 
Nina Evangelista, Tabitha | 
Camarato, Merari E. Gonzalez, 
Heather Groder, Orlik Guzman, 
Priscilla Smith, Nicole DeGaspe, 
Maria Ferrandi, Abby Hilton, April 
Vitulli, Lara Alexandra Sablich, 
Nicholas Aro, Artie Carew, Jairo 
Jimenez, Daniel Potter, Matthew 
Waning, Jonathan Yunker, 
Jonathan R. Bennett, Brandon 
Foster, Timothy David Jr. and 
Edward Smith. 
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The NECC Choir performed for eager friends and family this past Sunday night at 2 p.m. in the Tech Center. Many of the members played 
their own instruments during special parts of the show, including flutes, violin, tuba, cello, and trombone. 


Many people showed 
up to see the Student 
Dance Performance 


By SARA CODAIR 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


I walked into the gym Friday 
night, not knowing what to expect. 
“Why would have the dance 
performance is the gym, and not in the 
theater?” I wondered to my self. My 
question was answered the minute I 
stepped in the door. 

The set of bleachers that was 
pulled out was full of people, and so 
were the folding chairs of both sides 
of it. I was fortunate to find one of the 
last empty chairs in the front row. 

The floor of the gym had been 
completely transformed. A black mat 
covered the large section of floor 
where the dancers would be dancing, 
and a curtain that went all the way up 
to the ceiling covered the back wall. 

At each side of the dance floor, 
tall staging held lights of many types 
that would be used to set the mood 
and create effects for the upcoming 
dances. 

As the night progressed, the 
dances seemed to get better and 
better. 

Eclipse, the fourth piece of the 
night, was absolutely magical. Tracy 
Dijulia and Jamie McDonald twirled 
and leapt across the stage waving 
large translucent scarves through the 
air. They resembled mythological rep- 
resentations of the sun and the moon, 
and their movements through the 
heavens. 

Another mystical representation 
of the heavens was Constellations, 
which was choreographed by DiJulia. 
It was a playful depiction of stars in 
the night skies that looked as if it 
came straight out of Faerie. The 
combination of costumes and lighting 
made the dancers appear to almost be 
glowing as they twirled and frol- 
icked on the stage. 

_ Following “Constellations,” was 
“Study #2: Whatever!” This piece was 
drastically different from the previous 
one. It consisted of eight dancers 
dressed in modern clothing. They 
were constantly moving on and off the 
stage and interacting with each other 
as they crossed paths. Sometimes they 
would have an argument, other times 
they seemed to be getting along. It 
was a great representation of real life 
things. It ended with a loud chorus of 
“Whatever” from all the dancers. This 
evoked many laughs and smiles from 
the audience. 

Another stunning piece was 
Breathe Me, also choreographed by 


Arts & Entertainment 


Dancers give magical performance 
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Alicia Knight and Rachel Bocchino stretch towards each other in “Breath Me” at Friday night’s Student Dance 
Performance. The choreography was done by Tracy DiJulia. 


DiJulia. The moves were amazing. 
Alicia Knight and Rachel Bocchino, 
the dancers, made an awesome team. 
Crazy twists and turns and 
coordination portrayed the ups and 
downs of friendship. The dance 
actually looked rather painful at times, 
but still, it was beautiful. A 
performance worthy of applause. 

“Just The Stuff’ by Vanessa 
Currier was another very powerful 
performance. The theme of the dance 
was someone’s self image and self 
esteem. The dancer was dancing in 
front of the mirror but could not look 
directly at it. Every time her face 
would turn to the mirror, she would 
shun, turn away or block it with her 
hands. It was like she couldn’t stand 
the thought of her own reflection. The 
dance ended when she was finally 
able to get close enough to turn the 
mirror around, then danced freely off 
stage. 

“The Waiting”, choreographed by 
Melissa Wilson, almost brought tears 
to my eyes. It depicted a persons 
struggle with a disease, and as the 
dance went on, one dancer would 
have a harder and harder time 
moving, and the others would help her 
complete the dance. It was extremely 
powerful and filled with emotion. 

The best piece of the night was 
“Serendipity” by Orlik Guzman. This 
was a unique and very entertaining 
Chaplin inspired piece. It portrayed a 
puppet that was trying to get to her 
pillow so she could sleep, but every 
time she would get close, the music 
would speed up and she would have to 
keep dancing. The combination of 
some sweet moves and a lot humor 
made for a really great piece. 

The finale was a group number to 
the song ‘Fighter’ by Christina 
Aguilera. It had a lot of energy, great 
choreography, and even made use of 
folding chairs as props, but was not 
quite as entertaining as “Serendipity,” 
which I think should have been the 
grand finale. 


Gangster film 


MCT Campus photo 
Denzel Washington (left) and Russel Crow team up in 
American Gangster. 
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Tracy Dijulia and Jamie MacDonald create dazzling effects with scarves and light- 
ing during their dance “Eclipse” at the Student Dance Performance. 
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Dancers represent the stars in “Constellations” choreographed by Tracy DiJulia. 


more than just fluff 


Drama and action 
create an explosive 


combination 


By La Toya DURHAM 
Contributing Reporter 


“American Gangster” is the best 
action movie I have seen in a long 
time. I normally do not look at action 
movies because they bore me, but this 
is one I could watch. 

The film was high in action from 
the way it started to the way it ended. 
Not to mention they used a well- 
known actor to impersonate the real 
American gangster. 


Denzel Washington played the 
role well as businessman from North 
Carolina who comes to New York to 
make a better living for his family. 

As a newcomer, the Italians teach 
him how the drug game should be run. 
The police do not suspect an African 
American man would be the leader of 
the pack. The African American race 
is the users not the dealers. It took a 
while for the police to notice who he 
was until he wore a coat that imper- 
sonated a drug dealer which gave his 
image away. The graphics used in this 
film made me feel like I was part of 
the movie. 

They showed how effective 
cocaine is, especially when you add 
explosive powder from the Vietnam 
War. 

The film also shows you how the 


police can be involved in the street 
games. 

I believe this film shares both 
sides from the dealer to those who are 
supposed to defend the people. As one 
of the best action films in a long time, 
they demonstrate the life in Chicago, 
New York and New Jersey and the 
influences the elders in the family 
may have on them. 

There was never a dull moment in 
the film, it always kept you guessing. 
It also allowed you to get an inside 
view on the drug world and the people 
living in poverty. It showed you how “* 
people who are money hungry have 
no feeling. Babies sitting right next to 
their parents as they die from a drug 
overdose. It showed you how a drug 
dealer cared more about making 
money and killing people. 
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Christmas tradition for many 


Both students and 


faculty return every 
Christmas season 


Continued from Page 1 


their chance to be in the spot- 
light. Bruce Potter of Student 
Activities is playing Mr. Fezziwig, 
and has done so for three years. 

“I'm compelled to do it,” said 
Potter with smile on his face. “It’s 
fun, I'm a hambone, I like the atten- 
tion, I get to dance, and I get to be 
myself. Playing Fezziwig is not a 
tough stretch.” 

Mrs. Fezziwig is also played by 
an employee of the school. 
Professor Melissa Juchniewicz, 
who teaches Children's Literature, 
College Success and various educa- 
tion classes, has been doing the 
show for four years. 

“It’s good camaraderie, and a 
way to do something nice for the 
community,” said Juchniewicz. 

Professor Jim Murphy, the 
director of the show, has directed 


By MICHEAL KUCHWARA 
AP Drama Writer 


NEW YORK (AP) Five Broadway 
openings in eight days. And it's not even 
Tony nomination time, that period in early 
May when a parade of shows usually pre- 
miere in hopes of beating out productions 
that arrived earlier in the season. 

Starting Sunday, Broadway tries to 
shake off the 19-day stagehands strike 
with a frenzy of openings. 

Four of the five, however, are that 
riskiest of theatrical ventures: new plays 
rather than musicals. 

New plays, unless they have a huge 

’ star, don’t have the pre-opening buzz of a 
big musical. They need word of mouth 
and reviews - good reviews. 


the show all eight years and has 
played Scrooge for seven. 

Murphy said his favorite part of 
doing the show is in its simplest 
form. 

“Tt is the camaraderie devel- 
oped through the production and 
the capability to give so much to 
many,” Murphy said. 

Having done the show many 
times in the past, makes it easier to 
do every year and allows them to 
put on a great show in half the time 
they would spend on a show they 
had never done. 

“It’s easier. We pull this togeth- 
er quickly,” said Sanders. “We love 
the results and it's worth the work.” 

For Sanders, one of the high 
points of the show is “seeing it all 
come together on opening night, 
and the audiences reaction.” 

Tickets for the performance 
will be sold at the door. General 
admission will cost $10, students 
$8 and children 6 and under will 
cost $5. 

For more information, contact 
Jim Murphy at 978-556-3377 or 
jmurphy@necc.mass.edu or Susan 
Sanders at 978-556-3374 


“T think it is a necessity for some of 
the plays to open (quickly) and to be seen,” 
said Jeffrey Richards, a producer of 
“August: Osage County.” The $2.5 mil- 
lion production from Chicago's 


Steppenwolf Theatre Company opens 
Tuesday. 


“Let me put it this way: with ‘August: 
Osage County,’ we are introducing a new 
playwright (Tracy Letts) to Broadway, we 
are introducing a new director (Anna D. 
Shapiro) to Broadway and we are intro- 
ducing new artists to Broadway,” Richards 
continued. “We do not have any names 
associated with the production. And due to 
the strike, nearly two-thirds of our advance 
has eroded. We had been building 
momentum, which we lost.” 

Des McAnuff, director of Aaron 
Sorkin's “The Famsworth Invention,” 
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Prof. Jim Murphy as Scrooge, left, Eric Salvi as Fred, right, and Hannah Heckman-McKenna 
as Fred’s Housekeeper rehearse for “A Christmas Carol,” which opens Dec. 7 at 7 p.m. 


New York theater scene back on track 


found the strike to be “very disruptive” 
since the walkout hit just a few days before 
its official opening. 

The $4 million production about 
the birth of television, starring Hank 
Azaria and Jimmi Simpson, now 
opens Monday. 

“The most frustrating thing for us 
and for the other plays was that we 
sort of hit the groove (and the strike 
happened),” said “Farnsworth” pro- 
ducer Michael David. “We deal in 
perishables and plays are more per- 
ishable than anything, especially now 
when people are thinking about the 
holidays. You only have so much 
money and you want to get your play 
out there as fast as you possibly can." 

For producer Bob Boyett, the strike 
has been a triple whammy. One of his pro- 


ductions, Tom Stoppard's “Rock ‘n' Roll,” 
opened a week before the walkout started. 
His two others, Conor McPherson's Irish 
tale “The Seafarer,” and Mark Twain's “Is 
He Dead?” adapted by David Ives, were 
shut in previews - “Dead” after only two 
performances, 

“The Seafarer” opens Thursday and 
“Is He Dead?” on Dec. 9. 

“Fortunately, we were ready early,” 
Boyett said of the Twain comedy. “T think 
in this particular situation, we had a very 
fine-tuned show right from the rehearsal 
hall because it's a farce and Michael 
Blakemore is so precise in his direction. 

“The big deal once we got into 
the theater was getting the rhythm of 
running the show with all of our 
backstage people,” Boyett said of the 
$2.7 million production about a 


painter who fakes his own death to 
drive up the price of his paintings. 

For Boyett's production of “The 
Seafarer,” many of the actors had already 
done the play in London and were ready to 
open almost from the first preview. 

The fifth play opening in this eight- 
day rush was the only one not affected by 


. the strike because it's a production of the 


nonprofit Lincoln Center Theater: a 
revival of Shakespeare's “Cymbeline,” 
featuring Martha Plimpton, Jonathan 
Cake, Michael Cerveris, John Cullum and 
Phylicia Rashad. Opening Sunday, it was 
able to do a full month of preview per- 
formances. 

As “Famsworth” producer David 
said: “Broadway's fertile and exciting fall 
has become Broadway's fertile and excit- 
ing week.” 


Communist superman wins fans 


superherotimes.com photo 
This is an action figure of the Soviet superman from 
the Superman: Red Son comic books. 


What if superman 
landed in Soviet 
Russia, not Kansas 


By NICHOLAS SERMUKSNIS 
Contributing Reporter 


Superman: 
Red Son came 
out in 2004, 
and though it’s 
been almost 
four years 
since it was 
released, it’s 
starting to 
return to the 
forefront of 
super hero pop 
culture. The premise for Red Son is 
simple: What if Superman landed in 
Soviet Russia instead of Kansas? 
You'd think it'd be an incredibly dif- 
ferent approach, but at the heart of 
the character, Superman remains 
roughly the same. 

Red Son is the brainchild of 
Mark Millar, who’s been swinging 
around the comic business since the 
early 1990s with his first book 


Saviour from Trident Comics. His 
writing career carried him all around 
the big leagues, but it wasn’t until he 
made his home at Marvel that he 
truly made an imprint on the industry. 
Most notably, he helped make 
Marvel’s Ultimate imprint a gigantic 
success and redefined the Marvel 
Universe with Civil War. Love him or 
hate him, there’s no denying that his 
ideas are big and carry over in every- 
thing he does. 

Bringing Red Son to life is the 
art team of Dave Johnson and Kilian 
Plunkett. While their ‘artistic style 
doesn’t breathe hard-boiled realism, 
it captures the tone of the story that 
Millar is trying to convey. It makes 
you remember that while this is a 
serious topic, it still revolves around 
super heroes and fun should be had. 
Also, I’ve noticed that books carry- 
ing the same tone as Red Son work 
better with art styles similar to 
Johnson and Plunkett than it would, 
say, Bryan Hitch (who also worked 
with Millar on The Ultimate). 

The book opens with the 
President of the United States 
Dwight D. Eisenhower making a tel- 
evised statement to the American 
public informing them of the exis- 
tence of an “alien superman” in 


Soviet Russia. You’re made to think 
that this version of the Man of Steel 
(aptly named Comrade of Steel in the 
book) is a destructive force of nature 
with only his superpowers and his 
allegiance to communism in mind. 
It’s true that Superman has the com- 
munist beliefs in his heart, but that 
doesn’t prevent him from stopping a 
satellite from crashing on American 
soil. As Superman says in the book: 
“A soldier only fights and dies for his 
own people, I just fought for what 
was right.” 

All of Superman’s supporting 
cast shows up in one way or another. 
Lois Lane is m the book, but married 
to his eventual nemesis Lex Luthor. 
Perry White continues to edit the 
Daily Planet, though Jimmy Olsen 
nixes the photography route and 
takes a job as an agent of the CIA. 
Lex Luthor, while highly respected 
by the United States, carries on his 
grudge for the Comrade of Steel with 
monstrous creations funded by the 
government and his own mad imagi- 
nation. 

Superman continues his duty of 
carrying the weight of communism 
on his shoulders while still saving as 
many people as he can. 
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“As you can see, he is no longer wearing 
Prada. It’s Valentino, people! Hello!” 


is here; Are you 
ready for 1t? 
Five basic tips to help 

you weather the New 
England winter 


Winter 


Continued from Page 1 


fire place, make sure that you have 
stored a significant amount of dry easily 
accessible wood prior to the winter season. 
You can also get pre-bundled wood at hard- 
ware stores as well. Preparing your home 
also means the outside of your house. Take a 
walk around the outside of your house and 
look for tree limbs that look like they may 
strike your house, roof or side, if they were to 
fall. When you hear of massive blackouts 
resulting from a winter storm, it's usually 
because of downed wires that have collapsed 
under the weight of heavy snow and/or freez- 
ing rain that accumulates on them. And the 
same can happen to those tree limbs. It can 
even happen to your roof, if enough snow 
falls. So, hire an arborist to come and remove 
those tree limbs, or the whole tree, and have 
a contractor come to assess the structural 
integrity of your roof. It is also a good idea to 
have you house graded for its energy effi- 
ciency by a licensed contractor. They will 
look at your windows, insulation, siding, etc. 
The results will let you know were you need 
to make improvements that will lead to a 
warmer and safer home, and one that is 
cheaper to heat as well. 

2) Keep the water flowing. When 
the temperatures hit well bellow freezing, it 
is a good idea to keep you water running, i.e.; 
turn you faucets on and off or even let them 
drip, flush a toilet now and then, or take a 
nice shower. This will prevent freezing and 
eventual bursting of your water pipes. You 
should make sure that all the pipes in your 
basement are properly insulated as well. 

3) Shovel not once, but twice, even 
thrice. If it's wet heavy snow, don't wait for 
it all to come down and then go shovel. It 
may be good, hard, backbreaking work, but it 
would be silly to injure yourself, or actually 
break your back, shoveling snow. Save your- 
self the trouble, and get out there while it's 
still snowing, and clear everything off once, 
then again later, too lighten the load. If it's 
too much work for you too shovel, and you 
don't own a snow blower, have someone 
plow for you. If you don't have someone 
plowing for you regularly, it shouldn't be a 
problem to call someone for a one-time plow 
job. A clear driveway and walkway are very 
important incase of any kind of emergency. 

4) . Keep your elderly and/or dis- 
abled neighbors in mind. Return all the nice 
favors that your elderly neighbor Mrs. 
Margery Hucklebee once enacted upon you, 
baking those cement raisin and oatmeal 
cookies that even the dog wouldn't eat, by 
checking up on her. Give her a call or stop 
by, if it's possible. Make a deposit in your 
karma account and muster up the strength too 
offer shoveling her stairs, walkway, drive- 


capers 
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way, and clearing off her car for her. This 
time of year can be especially dangerous, if 
not deadly, for many elderly adults. Before 
going to the store, ask if she needs anything 
and get it for her if she does. Also, make sure 
that she has the medications she needs and 
that she knows where they are. Make sure 
she has your phone number to call you if she 
needs anything. You can even offer her to 
come over and stay for the duration of the 
storm. Just ask yourself “how can I help?” 
but don't put yourself at danger in doing so. 

5) Winterize your car and driving 
habits. The most caution that needs to be 
taken during the winter is on the roads. 
Prevention is the best strategy when it comés 
to dealing with anything dangerous, especial- 
ly winter driving. Snow tires make a big dif- 
ference and allow your vehicle to grip the 
snowy roadways and ice better than non-win- 
ter tires. Check weather reports and road 
conditions before leaving, and plan your trip 
accordingly. After you have warmed your car 
up, before you drive off, completely clear off 
all snow and ice from your windows and 
rooftop, so you aren't squinting at the road 
and traffic through a peep hole while driving 
- which is an accident waiting to happen - 
and so ice and snow debris wont go flying off 
your car and hit the drivers behind you. 
Clearing off your vehicle is the number one 
tip to ensure safety while driving in winter 
conditions. Check all you fluid levels; motor 
oil, coolant, transmition fluid, brake fluid, 
etc., and fill them accordingly. It is also very 
wise to keep your gas tank full during the 
winter season. A full gas tank - expensive as 
it may be - will prevent condensation from 
forming in your gas tank and causing your 
engine too knock, and it also adds weight to 
your vehicle allowing for better traction. A 
full tank is also important, as travel can be 
slower and longer than usual in adverse win- 
ter conditions. Slow down and stay alert! The 
faster you drive in snow and on ice, the 
greater the chance there is of you fishtailing 
and getting into an accident. If you have a 
newer vehicle with traction control, all- 
wheel drive, or four-wheel drive, familiarize 
yourself with the system and understand how 
it works. Enjoy the snowy ride but stay alert. 
Listen to thee radio station that will give you 
traffic updates and advisories for your area or 
destination. Its also a good idea to keep a 
small winter emergency kit in your car: a 
Shovel, ice scraper, blankets, first-aid kit, 
flashlight with extra batteries, bottled water, 
and even extra warm cloths in case you break 
down and have to spend a long period of time 
in your car. 

As New Englanders, we are obligated to 
endure and allowed too complain about 
mother natures colder months and occasion- 
al onslaughts of fluffy white that leave us 
paralyzed for a day or two. But it doesn't 
have to be the end of the world each time the 
weatherman says a brutal snowstorm is a 
week out. Not because he might be wrong, 
but because you now have the knowledge to 
survive the winter elements with relative 
ease. 


Andrew Wahl photo 


Ben Knight, a general studies and multi-media major, scrapes 
snow and ice from his car after rehearsal for “A Christmas Carol.” 


It’s not too late to 
apply for January! 


Rivier College offers small 


classes and hands-on 


experience in more than 30 undergraduate majors. 


Located in Nashua, New Hampshire, Rivier is easily 
accessible from 93, 495, and Route 3. With 10 NCAA 
Division III athletics teams and more than 20 student 


clubs and organizations, there are plenty of ways to 


get involved on campus. 


Transfer scholarsh 


ips available 


for full-time day students. 


Visit www.rivier.edu to learn more about Rivier 
College or call 1-800-447-4843 to speak with an 


admissions counselor today. 


Build your mind, Build your spirit. 
Build your dreams. Build your skills. 
Build your future at Rivier College. 


Biology 

Biology Education 
Business Management 
Communications: 
Computer Science 


Criminal Justice 
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Drawing & Painting 
Education 

English 

English (5-year program)* 
English Education 

Graphic Design 

History 
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Human Development 


© @@8e080880 80608 @ 


Information Technology 
Management 


LI} Rivier 
mB COLLEGE 


420 South Main Street ¢ Nashua, NH 03060 


nternational Studies 
Liberal Studies 
arketing 


athematics 


Mathematics Education 

Modern Language Education 

Nursing 

Photography & Digital Media 

Political Science 

Psychology 

Psychology (5-year program)* 
Social Studies Education 

Sociology 


Spanish 


Rivier College is a Roman Catholic, 
co-educational institution in Nashua, 
New Hampshire — the heart of New 
England. Call 1-800-447-4843 or 
visit www.rivier.edu to learn more. 
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Report documents decline of bird populations 


Ornithologists add 
over 100 birds to 
growing “red,” 
declinging, and rare 
species lists. 

By SANDY BAUERS 


The Philadelphia Inquirer 
(MCT) 


“PHILADELPHIA — Faced with 
habitat destruction, the threat of 
global warming and the encroach- 
ment of invasive species, more than 


_ a quarter of the nation's birds are in 


urgent need of help, according to a 
report released Wednesday. 

The National Audubon Society 
and the American Bird Conservancy 
jointly released a watchlist identify- 
ing 59 species in the continental U.S. 
that are on a “red list” of greatest 
concern, and 119 more that are either 
seriously declining or rare. 

The list updates a similar one 
issued in 2002. 

Since then, although species like 
the peregrine falcon have recovered 
and were removed, the overall list 
grew by about 10 percent — to 178 
species. 

“Unfortunately, things haven't 
gotten better,” said Greg Butcher, 


*ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) - Early this 
week, a close friend or 
lover may reveal private 
q ideas or hidden aspira- 
tions. Family planning, long-term 
home goals and emotional security 
are strong themes. Loved ones may 
ask for special consideration con- 
cerning delicate relationships or 
unusual announcements. Remain 
dedicated to group priorities and all 


ye 


Aries 


_ will be well. Wednesday through 


Saturday accents unique romantic 
invitations and complex social pro- 
posals. Stay alert: powerful emotions 
are highlighted. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) - Romantic tim- 
ing and social privacy are 
vital to the success of new 
relationships. Some Taureans will 
this week be asked to improve their 
daily schedules or adopt special obli- 
gations. Lovers and long-term 
friends have your best interests in 


Taurus 


_ mind: remain attentive and expect 


personal information to be positively 


~ utilized. Later this week, a close rel- 


ative or trusted friend may openly 


_ discuss private career regrets or 
_ workplace triangles. Stay balanced 


and encourage change. 


GEMINI (May 21- 

I] June 21) - Messages from 
;.. Old friends and/or yester- 
er day's social expectations 
will demand a quick response this 
week. Someone close may now need 
to clarify their past words, ideals or 
intentions. Remain open. Although 


powerful emotions are involved, 


progress will be steady and reliable: 
expect positive results by early next 
week. Thursday through Saturday, 


Audubon's bird conservation direc- 
tor. 

Listed birds that occur in 
Pennsylvania include the short-eared 
owl, which used to breed south of 
the Philadelphia Airport, but hasn't 
been seen after a new UPS facility 
was built in its habitat, said Keith 
Russell, Audubon's outreach coordi- 
nator for Fairmount Park. 

New Jersey birds on the list 
include the piping plover, a beach- 
nester which, despite conserva- 
tion efforts, has remained at a 
little over 100 breeding pairs in 
the state. Butcher 
said that habitat destruction _ 
including suburban sprawl _ 
has continued, and “our aware- 
ness of threats posed by global 
warming are much sharper now 
than they were five years ago.” 

For instance, birds such as 
the wood thrush, 10 percent of which 
depend on Pennsylvania's forests for 
nesting habitat, could decline as cli- 
mate change prompts a change in 
forest tree species. 

Both groups said the list could 
be considered a call to action, espe- 
cially for America's 50 million bird- 
ers, which American’ Bird 
Conservancy president George H. 
Fenwick dubbed the nation's “largest 
untapped constituency.” 

“The clock is ticking,” said 
Audubon president John Flicker. 
“Many species will not survive 
unless we act now to save them.” 


many Geminis will experience a 
wave of newfound business confi- 
dence and social ambition. Don't 
hold back: it's time for change. 


CANCER (June 22- 
July 22) - Property man- 
agers or bank officials 
will this week ask for 
detailed financial docu- 


e 


ments. If so, expect proof of legal’ 


commitments to also be required. 
Don't hesitate to discuss delicate 
issues with authority figures or man- 
agers: your interest and unique ideas 
will be appreciated. After Friday, 
dedicate extra time to family discus- 
sions. Loved ones may now need 
approval for a recent series of contro- 
versial business plans. Offer encour- 
agement: bold attitudes will be 
rewarded. 


Jd, 


Leo 


LEO (July 23- 
Aug. 22) - Over the next 
few days, co-workers may 
purposely reveal mistaken 
facts or private informa- 
tion about a colleague. Areas of con- 
cern are financial permissions, legal 
requirements or past job history. 
Emotional. outbursts may be 
unavoidable. If so, verify all assump- 
tions with written documents. Risk is 
unnecessary. Later this week, some 
Leos may be asked to mediate a com- 
plex family dispute. Opt for actions 
over words: loved ones will respond 
positively to bold decisions. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) - Quotas, team 
accomplishment and suc- 
cessful contracts are now 
a top priority for authori- 
ty figures. Before mid-week, key 
officials will attempt to sway the 
opinions of corporate leaders. 


virgo 


Of the 59 “red list” species in the 
report, only 20 are considered threat- 
ened or endangered by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. 

Given the success stories of pro- 
tected species like the California 
condor and bald eagle, “it's astound- 
ing to us that several species on our 
new red list have not been offered 
the safety net that the Endangered 
Species Act provides,” Butcher said. 

He said the service's list “has 


ZTE i ee 


The good news in America is 
that land trusts and the like 
have many ardent heros 


-William Brown 


gotten out of date” and urged that it 
be “kept free of political manipula- 
tion.” 

Fish and Wildlife spokeswoman 
Valerie Fellows said that since Bush 
took office, one bird species had 
been listed, but it was not from the 
continental U.S. 

She also said the Audubon and 
conservancy list did not include 
about 15 species the fish and wildlife 
service “has listed.” 

The ornithologists said their lat- 
est watchlist shows more clearly 
than ever that birds' fates are deter- 
mined more by human activity than 


Political influence and job perform- 
ance are now strongly related: expect 
minor tensions, changes in leadership 
or unusual policy reversals over the 
next 18 days. Late Saturday, a previ- 
ously silent friend may offer an unex- 
pected romantic compliment. 
Remain diplomatic: passions may be 
high. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) - Family divisions or 
minor romantic disagree- 
ments are now unavoid- 
able. After Tuesday, 
expect lovers and close relatives to 
postpone important social plans, 
offer strong opinions or cancel group 
events. Underlying issues involve 
changing family loyalties, small jeal- 
ousies and private resentments. 
Remain patient. Clarity will soon 
return. Thursday through Saturday, 
physical energy and social interest 
may be low. Enjoy private events and 
pamper the body: all is well. 


mM, 


Scorpio 


Libra 


SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 22) - News from 
potential employers or 
business partners may this 
week arrive without warn- 
ing. Rare financial oppor- 
tunities will soon require careful dis- 
cussion. Family diplomacy and 
social timing are vital: ensure loved 
ones are completely informed before 
accepting controversial placements 
or new job assignments. After Friday, 
a friend or relative may require emo- 
tional support. Private celebrations, 
family gatherings and forgotten invi- 
tations may be a key concern: offer 
kind words. 


anything else. 

Humans can push them toward 
the brink or, through conservation 
efforts like captive breeding pro- 
grams and habitat conservation, 
bring them back. 

William Y. Brown, president of 
the Academy of Natural Sciences, 
said it was no surprise that, the two 
organizations found more birds in 
trouble. 

However, “the good news in 
America,” he said, “is that land 
trusts and the like have many 
ardent heroes.” 

Indeed, Pennsylvania is a 
leader in Audubon's program to 
designate and protect “important 
bird areas.” One of the most 
recent, announced earlier this 
month, is 42,000 acres in Chester 
County south of Coatesville, 
which hosts several species of 

grassland-nesting birds whose popu- 
lations are decreasing. 

In addition to the short-eared 
owl, another Pennsylvania species 
making the list is the cerulean war- 
bler, which breeds in deciduous 
forests and used to be found along 
the Wissahickon in Fairmount Park, 
along the Delaware River in Bucks 
County at at Ridley Creek State 
Park. No more. 

Despite its disappearance local- 
ly, people here can still harm the 
warbler, noted Jeffrey Wells, author 
of the recently-published Birders' 
Conservation Handbook, which out- 


SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) - 
Friends disagree con- 
Sagittarius cerning invitations, 
social activities or group 
priorities. Planned events may be 
quickly changed or rescheduled. Pay 
special attention to private romantic 
attractions or ongoing flirtations. 
Someone close may feel emotionally 
exposed. If so, unexpected reversals 
will prove draining: watch for minor 
social tensions. Later this week, a 
new colleague may introduce a con- 
troversial business solution. Listen 
carefully: creative improvements 
will be fast and positive. 


~ CAPRICORN (Dec. 
6 22-Jan. 20) - Unexpected 

; debt or missed payments 
Buh eh will this week require 
careful planning. Although resources 
may be low, expect reliable gains in 
the coming weeks. For many 
Capricorns, financial opportunities, 
secondary income sources and new 
assets may soon be an ongoing 
theme. Stay focused on daily respon- 
sibilities and ask for extra time. Your 
needs are valid. After Friday, a new 
friend may push for greater involve- 
ment in your personal or family life. 
Trust your first instincts. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
WN Feb. 19) - Minor romantic 
or social comments may 
this week trigger unneces- 
sary resentment. Choose 
words carefully and clearly explain 
all private intentions. At present, 
loved ones may feel misunderstood 
or isolated. Refuse, however, to be 
drawn into the past: repeated social 
problems will soon require new solu- 


Aquarius 


lines threats and conservation needs 
of 100 North American birds. 

If their electricity is generated by 
burning coal mined from the moun- 
taintops of West Virginia — a prime 
habitat for the species — they're hurt- 
ing it there in the Appalachians. 

Eric Stiles, vice president for 
conservation and stewardship of 
New Jersey Audubon, which is not 
affiliated with the national group, 
said the piping plover is an example 
of how many conservation efforts 
can help both humans and birds. 

Beachfill projects “that are criti- 
cal to tourism are also critical to pip- 
ing plovers,” he said. 

Yet others worry that with sea 
level rise, who will get dibs on the 
shrinking beaches, us of the birds? 

The saltmarsh sharp-tailed spar- 
row, which lives in the salt marshes 
of places like the Forsythe National 
Wildlife Refuge outside Atlantic 
City, also is at risk from rising sea 
levels. 

The ornithologists said several 
federal legislative initiatives, includ- 
ing the farm and energy bills being 
considered by Congress this winter, 
include measures that would help 
birds. 

The researchers said individuals 
can do everything from contacting 
public officials to yanking invasive 
weeds at parks. They can plant 
native species in their own yards and 
limit their contribution to global 
warming. 


tions. After Thursday, a revised daily 
schedule or series of family gather- 
ings will help build confidence. 
Encourage long-term acceptance and 
group participation. 


PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) - 
Mistaken facts and can- 
’ celled invitations will this 
} week be _ emotionally 
: draining. After Monday, 
i ef expect close friends and 
lovers to openly criticize group plans 
or predictable relationships. Over the 
next few days, loved ones may chal- 
lenge the validity of trusted routines. 
Don't be unnerved. For many 
Pisceans, social agreements will soon 
be re-established. Later this week, a 
past financial error may create 
unusual workplace tensions. Go slow 
and wait for clear answers. 

If your birthday is this 
week: The coming few months will 
usher in complex social and family 
changes. After mid-January, expect 
long-term friends and relatives to 
need extra approval for their home 
plans or proposals. Emotional reac- 
tions may be intense: watch for loved 
ones to be mildly possessive of your 
loyalty, time and attention. Almost 2 
years of vague social or romantic 
commitments will fade between mid- 
January and late February. After Feb. 
26, a powerful era of romantic fulfill- 
ment is due to arrive. Love relation- 
ships will change the nature of your 
daily commitments and family goals: 
stay focused and respond quickly to 
all serious decisions from loved ones 
and all will be well. Much of the next 
eight months will bring steady job 
improvements and new career ambi- 
tions. Financial security is now on 
the rise: remain open to all new pro- 
posals. 


NFL star Sean Taylor passes away 


Redskins All-Pro 
Taylor dies in a 
shooting at house 


By DAVE HyDE 
South Florida-Sun Sentinel 


FORT LAUDERDALE, Fila. 
The last. story, from his last night, 
had Sean Taylor squeezing the fin- 
gers of.a doctor and offering the 
kind of headlined hope we always 
want to feel in our sports stories. 
We should tap into the anger some- 
times instead. 

We should get good and mad 
over the lessons no one hears. 

Are you ready to talk about 
death as adults should? Or do you 
just want to keep talking about it as 
sports fans? About how big and fast 
Taylor was? About how he was 
leading the NFL in interceptions 
when he died Tuesday morning and 
how awful it is we'll never know if 
he was a Hall of Famer? 

Because this latest installment 
of tragedy involving a University 
of Miami name that now stops in 
south Dade, at a pale-yellow house 
on Old Cutler Road, began on a 
national level 15 years ago off a 
back road in Brooksville. 

Before Taylor, before Bryan 
Pata, before any of the other fallen 
Miami football names, there was 
Jerome Brown. He was so full of 
life and had such a big heart, but it 
did him no good that June day in 
1992 when the Corvette he loved to 
race down roads went airborne and 
landed on him. 

A town and two teams took that 
road to the cemetery to watch him 
be lowered into the ground. One by 
one, Philadelphia Eagles and 
University of Miami teammates 
stepped to the coffin and draped 
their ties over it. 

On road trips, against team 


Uconn A.P. 


Briarwood 


Bunker Hill 


Holyoke 


Uconn 


Massasoit 


Ben Franklin 


Briarwood 


rules, Brown never wore a tie. 
Teammates had to lend him one. 
Once, befitting his full personality, 
Brown showed up with a tie around 
his neck_"But he wasn't wearing a 
shirt!" Hall of Fame defensive end 
Reggie White said that day. White 
rapped his knuckles on the coffin. 

“Don't let this death be in vain,” 
he said. 

That's always the prayer 
through the years, funeral after 
funeral. It's the prayer again today. 
We always want to believe an ath- 
lete might have died young but not 
in vain. We always want to believe 
there can be sense amid the sense- 
less. We always want to believe in 
the testimony of death and hope for 
the future. 

And so we prayed when Brown 
died racing a car there was a lesson 
out of it, even as the car deaths of 
former Miami players Chris 
Campbell and Al Blades suggest 
there wasn't a lasting one. 

And we prayed the murder of 
Marlin Barnes in his campus apart- 
ment complex wasn't in vain, even 
though the unsolved murder of Pata 
in his near-campus apartment.com- 
plex has followed. 

Now there's another murder of 
Taylor, in his bedroom, in what a 
dime-store detective would say 
came from an assailant intent on 
killing him. Taylor was a good 
man, if you talk to those who knew 
him. He was a changed man after 
the birth of his 18-month-old 
daughter, if you listen to them, too. 

But the saddest lesson in this 
sad story is that just because you 
change doesn't mean the world you 


left did. Taylor pled no-contest in - 


2005 to felony charges about wav- 
ing a gun at people. His own car 
was later riddled with bullets. 

This came during a stretch in 
which he walked out early on the 
league's mandatory rookie sympo- 
sium, fired two agents, was charged 
with and acquitted of drunk driving 


Home 7:00 
Away 1:00 
Home 7:00 
Home 7:00 
Away 2:00 
Away 7:00 
Away 8:00 


Home 1:00 


and, among other things, refused to 
return Washington coach Joe Gibbs’ 
phone call. 

No one knows why Taylor was 
killed. But would anyone be sur- 
prised if he had an enemy, some- 
where in that previous world he 
lived, who didn't care that he had 
grown up and changed for the bet- 
ter?’ Who didn't consider Taylor 
changed at all? 

This death isn't about sports, no 
matter how it leads ESPN and 
sports pages everywhere. It's about 
America. It's about what we keep 
seeing over and over through the 
years among our local football 
stars, whether the story involves 
cars or guns or associations. 

That sounds cold on a day all 
sympathy goes to Taylor's family. It 
sounds unsympathetic to a sports 
fandom that sounds contorted about 
how to act. Part of the talk is of 
Taylor's tragedy. Part is how 
Washington will play two games in 
the next 10 days with the playoffs 
hanging in the balance. 

Outside Taylor's home, as fami- 
ly collected belongings and police 
investigated, Metro-Dade media 
information officer Alvaro Zabaleta 
talked in simple terms about where 
the investigation was headed. He's 
done this before, plenty of times. 
Just last year he was involved in the 
Pata aftermath. 

What's the lesson in this? Watch 
who you run with? Watch your 
back? That the young, black male is 


Sean Taylor dies at the age of 24 


the most dispensable currency in 
America? I don't know. Maybe all 
of it. Maybe it's also this: If you 
ignore warning signs and keep 
cheering, you might end up crying. 


On Tuesday, 15 years after 
Brown's death, Taylor's family 
statement echoed the only hope: “I 
can only hope and pray Sean's life 
wasn't in vain.” 


Granite State College 
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GSC offers classes that fit your 
schedule—day, evening, Saturday, 


weekend intensive, online and 


hybrid courses. 


Federal financial aid is available to 
eligible students—even if you are only 
taking one 4-credit course per term. 


Start now! Because GSC operates on 
a four term academic calendar, 
degree applications are accepted 


throughout the year. 


Contact us to learn more 


1.888.228.3000 


Accredited by N.E.A.S.C. 


online 


tem of NH 
pstem oF 


Celtics stil 


Boston is showing 
that 11-2 record 
is no hoax 


By STEVE ADAMEK 


MCT Campus 


BOSTON Before the Celtics 
annihilated his team Thursday night, 
104-59, Isiah Thomas offered what 
turned out to be a rather prescient 
prognostication. 

“I'm sure they'll probably try to 
send a message to us,” the Knicks' 
president-coach said, ‘because 
they're the big dogs and we're the lit- 
tle dog right now.” 

Actually, this was the message 
Boston delivered with its latest mas- 
sacre in which the Knicks needed a 


' final-second three to avoid scoring 


their fewest points in the shot-clock 
era (the record is 58) and matched 
their third—worst loss ever (the 
record, 62): 

The Celtics: a starving pit bull. 
The Knicks: Purina Dog Chow. 

Or as Charles Barkley put it 
when he named his “Fave Five” 
Knicks at halftime: Patrick Ewing, 
Walt Frazier, Earl Monroe, Bill 
Bradley ... “no one today.” 

Perhaps Quentin Richardson and 
Co. are now officially in awe of 
Kevin Garnett, Ray Allen, Paul 
Pierce and the rest of their Big Three 
dance team now, after Q said other- 
wise a day earlier. 

There were bodies wearing 
Knicks uniforms Thursday, the 
white ones they normally wear at 
home, with the Celtics trotting out 
their alternate green with black trim 
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jobs for national television. 

Those Knicks’ bodies, however, 
played with about as much life as 
those Mariska Hargitay finds on 
“Law & Order, SVU” two or three 
episodes of which might have enter- 
tained TNT's non-Knicks-hating 
viewers far more than this fiasco. 

The Celtics' defense sucked the 
breath out of them, their offense ran 
roughshod over them and the Knicks 
flew home to play Milwaukee 
tonight with their modest two-game 
winning streak not just snapped. 

Boston took a chainsaw to it, 
running up the score as if Bill 
Belichick were on its bench, not Doc 
Rivers. 

So disgusted was Thomas by the 
start of the second half that he 
yanked Zach Randolph after just 77 
seconds and the rest of his starting 
five less than 3 minutes in. 

Some of the numbers told why. 

Randolph exited just 1-for-10 
for four points with a mere three 
boards. 

Eddy Curry shot 2-for-11 and 
scored four which means the two 
focal points of the Knicks' offense 
shot a combined 3-for-21 for eight 
points. 

Meanwhile, Garnett's eight- 
point, 11-rebound night ended at the 
5:47 mark of the third quarter. The 
other two members of Boston's “Big 
Three” played on until the 2:44 
mark of the third quarter, after 
Pierce punctuated his 21-point 
evening with a three that made it a 
40-point game before Allen extend- 
ed the lead to 45 on a pair of 
jumpers (one a three) to finish off 
his own 21-point night. 

Oh, and Boston committed only 
two turnover in the first three quar- 
ters and led by as many as 52. 

Quentin Richardson's remark 


ollin 


about how he and his teammates 
aren't “in awe of the Celtics; they 
ain't won no _ championships” 
seemed hollow at the outset when 
the Knicks began the game 3-for-20 
(with Zach Randolph 0-for-7 and 
Eddy Curry 1-for-5), while the 
Celtics built a 15-point lead before 
the game was 10 minutes old. 

They even led by 11 entering the 
second quarter with Allen and Pierce 
shooting a combined 3-for-11, while 
Garnett made the only shot he 
attempted. 

The biggest issue: point guard 
Rajan Rondo opened 5-for-7 with 
his defender of record, Jamal 
Crawford, barely in the neighbor- 
hood. 

That's how the Celtics answered 
Richardson's remarks (which Allen 
said he and his teammates expect to 
hear all season). 

“We're 11-2 so we have a good 
record, but we haven't proven 
(any)thing in my opinion,” Celtics 
coach Doc Rivers said before the 
game of the smack-talk. “It's not 
what we're playing for. I'll let every- 
one else keep talking.” 

“It's a little early for us in terms 
of statement games,” Thomas said. 
“We just want to get on the map and 
get some respect in this league.” 

Instead, the Celtics kept treating 
Thomas' team in the opening half 
like the British treated the Falkland 
Islands. They built a lead as large as 
25 before halftime, didn't commit 
their first turnover until 1:41 before 
the break (a shot-clock violation) 
and exited up 54-31. 

The Knicks' least productive 
half of the season, it featured a com- 
bined 2-for-15 shooting perform- 
ance by Curry and Randolph, while 
Allen, Garnett and Pierce were 8- 
for-22. 


Boston looks to make a 
pitch at Twins’ Santana 
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Since 2004 he has a won a total of 68 


Sox look to make 
their rotation even 
better with Twins lefty 


By JOE TERLIKOSKY 
Sports Editor 


In the wake of all the uproar of 
Boston sports, the Red Sox continue 
to make headlines. Though the Sox 
season ended over a month ago, 
Boston fans still want to hear about 
what they’re team is doing this off- 
season to prepare for the spring. 

The Twins lefty Johan Santana 
is what the Sox want, and they seem 
ready to deal some of their young 
stars to get him. 

The Sox have thrown many 
names out there that they are will- 
ing to deal. Some of them include 
the young lefty John Lester, and the 
exciting center fielder Jacoby 


_ Ellsbury. Coco Crisp and other 
‘minor league prospects have also 


been thrown out there. 

Lester, the left who survived 
cancer, has pitched well since com- 
ing back from his disease. He was 
the winning pitcher of Game 4 of 
the 2007 World Series and loved by 
Red Sox nation. 

Ellsbury was just called up at 
the end of the season, but played 
well in his appearances and was 
great in the World Series as well. 


_ He has the potential to be a five tool 


games 


player, and at only 24, looks to have 
a great future ahead of him. 

Then, of course, there is Coco 
Crisp, who has had two sub-par sea- 
sons with the Sox since coming 
over from Cleveland. He has been 
outstanding defensively and makes 
a lot of plays look easy. 

But the Sox aren’t the only team 
interested in Santana. The Yankees 
and the Mets have showns a lot of 
interest in the 28-year-old. The 
Yanks may be willing to give up 
Philip Hughes, and possibly their 
center fielder Melky Cabrera. 

The Mets shocked some of their 
fans by saying that they are willing 
to give up their star shortstop Jose 
Reyes. Reyes, to many NewYork 
fans is one of the cornerstones of 
their franshise, along with David 
Wright. 

As for Santana, he looks like he 
is ready to leave Minnesota. The 
two time Cy Young Award winner 
has defintely made his case around 
the majors as one of the games best 
pitchers the last five years. Since 
2002 his ERA hasn’t been higher 
than 3.34. In 2004, he won 20 
games for the Twins and brought 


them to the playoffs. Also, since 
2004, he has won a total of 68 
games, which is a lot of games for a 
guy whose team hasn’t had a great 
offense. 

Then there is some caution to 
Santana. He has pitched a lot of 
innings the last few years. He has 
logged over 900 innings since 2004 
and made a couple trips to the dis- 
abled list this past year. 

Nonetheless, Santana is the best 
pitcher that a team could get right 
now. At only 28, he still has at least 
a good 5 to 6 years left if he remains 
healthy. 

In Boston’s case, they would 
love to see him in their rotation 
along with Beckett, Dice-K, 
Schilling, Bucholz, and Wakefield. 
Sox fans would love to see that sce- 
nario too. 5 

This will ultimately come with 
cost of course. Ellsbury and Lester 
could big huge keys to their future. 

This is Boston sports though, 
and they will do anything for a 
winner. Santana would look great in 
a Red Sox uniform. All they have to 
wait for now is the pieces to fall 
into plac, and the deal to be done. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1. How many TD 
passes does Tom 
Brady have this 
year? 


2. What is the record 
for TD catches ina 
season? 


3. How many times 
has Ricky Williams 
been suspended? 


4. What Patriots 
player died this off- 
season? 


5. Who was the last 
team the Patriots 
lost to? 


S}]0D sijodeueipuy *s 
I!H esinbiew “p 
891M} *€ 

0Z7Z YUM ed!1y Auer °Z 
6e'L 

“SMUSMSNV 


~ 


Page 16 NECC Observer Dec. 5, 2007 


Art 
Art and Business 

Art Education 

Art Therapy 

Art Studio 

Business Adm nistration 
Catholic Studies 
Computer Science 
Criminal Justice 

Early Childhood Education 
Elementary Education 
English 

Environmental Science 
Fire Science 

Graphic Design 

Health Science 

History 


Human Development 
and Human Services 


Humanities 

Media Communications 
Music 

Music Education 


Music Performance. 
(Piano or Voice) 


Music Therapy 


Degrees in nursing: 
Associate Pia 
Bachelor ™ 
(RN to BSN) 


Paralegal 

Pastoral Studies 
Political Science 
Pre-Law 

Psychology 

Public Policy 
Secondary Education 
Social Work 
Sociology 

Spanish 

Sports Management 
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ati'rc Not Just Anyone. 
Why Settle for Just Any College? 


There’s something unique about Anna Maria. Our college community exudes a genuine commitment of care and 
excellence. You'll feel a special something when you walk our grounds and meet our students. Anna Maria is the college 
where dreams take hold, grow, and become reality. Find out more about how Anna Maria College can be part of your 


future call (508) 849-3360 or email us at admissions@annamaria.edu for more information or to set up a campus tour. 


ANNA MARIA 


C O L L E G B 


Achievement. Mission. Community. 


Paxton, MA (508) 849-3360 wWW.annamaria.edu 


